
  
It was an emotional victory in the Snaffle Bit Futurity Open Hackamore class for Alzada, 
Montana trainer Justin Lawrence, who won the Championship yesterday afternoon aboard 
Bettin Yer Smart (Smart Little Lena x Bet Yer Boons x Peptoboonsmal), owned by Debra 
Brown and Larry Licking. Lawrence guided the roan stallion to a 438.5 composite score, 
earning $7,560. 
  
Lawrence has trained "Jayhawk" since he was a yearling, and while he always believed in the 
5-year-old stallion's ability, misfortune kept him out of the winner's circle as a 3- and 4-year-
old. 
  
"I'm overwhelmed right now. It's the first time I've made the finals in the ancillary classes here 
in Reno. It's the first time this horse has made the finals," Lawrence said. "We've just had bad 
luck that kept him from really hitting it. He's progressively gotten better and he feels like he's 
coming into his own. This year, he's been great." 
  
Bettin Yer Smart impressed Lawrence and the judges with his powerful rein work maneuvers, 
earning a 218, the second-high score of the round. In the cow work, the stallion outshined the 
other finalists when he scored a 220.5. 
  
"He was great in the reining. He circled good and then he ran down there and was really 
physical," Lawrence said. "The cow work - it was just something I dream about. We got a black 
cow that I recognized from the herd work. He locked down and really worked it on the end. We 
came out of the corner in good shape. He showed a lot of rate and control, and he let me hold 
him until it was time to go by, and he just smashed her on the first turn. We didn't have to loop, 
and we got an open field on the second turn. He came out of it circling. I couldn't have asked 
for any better." 
  
Besides the hefty paycheck, the Championship came with a Bob's Custom Saddle sponsored 
by Newt White, a CR Morrison Trophy from NRCHA, a Gist custom buckle sponsored by Dick 
Hershman, a   
10 lb bucket of UltraCruz Sand Clear and a $50 gift certificate from Santa Cruz Animal Health 
and San Juan Ranch, a monogrammed Cinch jacket from Bob's Custom Saddles and New 
West Country Storeand Platinum Performance from Doug Herthel. 
  
The Reserve Champion was Skeets Oak Peppy (Skeets Peppy x Oak Ill Be x Ill Be Smart), 
owned and shown by Clayton Edsall. Their 435.5 composite score earned $6,048. 
  
The National Reined Cow Horse Association, now in its 62nd year, is the governing body of 
cow horse competition. It is responsible for promoting the sport, ensuring high standards of 
competition and educating members and the public about the history and tradition of reined 
cow horses. With the support of a Corporate Partner family that includes Bob's Custom 
Saddles, Boehringer-Ingelheim, Cinch, Classic Equine, Gist Silversmiths, John Deere, Markel 
Insurance Company, Platinum Performance, Quarter Horse News, Rios of Mercedes, Santa 
Cruz Biotechnologies, Silver Legacy Hotel and Casino, Bloomer Trailers and Schwalbe Trucks 
presented by Great West Trailers, and Merial products UlcerGard and Equioxx, the 
association works to keep the vaquero tradition alive in today's equine industry. For 
information on the National Reined Cow Horse Association, call 580-759-4949 or visit the 
official NRCHA web site at www.NRCHA.com. 
  

  



  

      
     
  
    

 

  
  
  



   
  

   
 

 

Doug Williamson won the Open Bridle Championship 
aboard Hes Wright On, owned by Gardiner Quarter 
Horses. 

  
Demonstrating his typical flair in the fence work, timeless champion Doug Williamson,  
Bakersfield, Calif., claimed the Open Bridle Championship at the National Reined Cow Horse 



Association Snaffle Bit Futurity aboard Hes Wright On (Lenas Wright On x Shesa Lota Nic),  
owned by Gardiner Quarter Horses. 
  

Williamson guided the 9-year-old stallion to a 218.5 in the rein work, and then conquered an 
uncooperative cow in the fence work for a 224 - the highest score of Thursday's Open Bridle  
finals. The Championship paid $6,076. 
  
"When it comes to a tough cow, he says, 'Bring it on, because I can handle it.' That cow was 
really 
 a bad one. It wouldn't stay on the fence, for one thing. After the first turn it wouldn't get there.  
He just open-field turned it anyhow. He's such a gritty, good horse. The harder it is, the better 
he 
 likes it," Williamson said, grinning. 
  
The two-time Snaffle Bit Futurity Champion horseman is thrilled to have Hes Wright On back  
under his saddle, following a year-long rehabilitation for a suspensory ligament injury. 
  
"I didn't think I'd ever get to ride him again. He had several stem cell treatments, and we laid him  
off, swam him all winter and spring, and they brought him back to me as good as new.  About 
four months ago we started riding him and getting him in shape again, and here we are, back 
in the 
 ring!" Williamson said. 
  
He thanked his farrier and Hes Wright On's owners, Garth and Amanda Gardiner, who plan to 
send Williamson and the stallion to the NRCHA World's Greatest Horseman in San Angelo,  
Texas, in January. The pair came close to the title in 2010, but had to settle for the Reserve 
Championship. 
  
"We're going to try to get it this time. That's our next goal," said Williamson, adding that  
Hes Wright On tops his personal list of all-time great horses. 
  
"I had a horse called Baldy Cee back in the 1960s that was probably the best horse I've ever  
ridden, until this one. This one has the same heart, he's the same size, and if you had them 
both together, they'd look just alike. It's amazing," Willamson sad. 
  
The Open Bridle Championship also came with a Bob's Custom Saddle sponsored by  
Eric Dunn, a CR Morrison Trophy from NRCHA, a Gist custom buckle sponsored by Debby 
Sanguinetti and Tish Wilhite, a 10 lb bucket of UltraCruz Sand Clear and a $50 gift certificate  
from Santa Cruz Animal Health and San Juan Ranch, a monogrammed Cinch jacket from 
Bob's Custom Saddles and New West Country Store and Platinum Performance from Doug 
Herthel. 
  
The Open Bridle Reserve Champion was Jake Telford, riding Nabisco Roan for Holy Cow 
Performance Horses. Telford and the stallion scored a 440 composite to earn $4,774.  
  
 The National Reined Cow Horse Association, now in its 62nd year, is the governing body of 

cow horse competition. It is responsible for promoting the sport, ensuring high standards of  
competition and educating members and the public about the history and tradition of reined 
cow horses. With the support of a Corporate Partner family that includes Bob's Custom 
Saddles, Boehringer-Ingelheim, Cinch, Classic Equine, Gist Silversmiths, John Deere, Markel 
Insurance Company, Platinum Performance, Quarter Horse News, Rios of Mercedes, Santa 



Cruz Biotechnologies, Silver Legacy Hotel and Casino, Bloomer Trailers and Schwalbe 
Trucks  
presented by Great West Trailers, and Merial products UlcerGard and Equioxx, the 
association works to keep the vaquero tradition alive in today's equine industry. For 
information on the 

 National Reined Cow Horse Association, call 580-759-4949 or visit the official NRCHA web 
site at www.NRCHA.com. 
  
  

  

      
     
  
    

 

  
 

  
A perennial Snaffle Bit Futurity highlight is the National Reined Cow Horse Association Hall of Fame 
Banquet, honoring the people and horses who have earned elite NRCHA Hall of Fame and Hall of 
Merit status. The gala banquet also spotlights the stellar performers from the Snaffle Bit Futurity 
preliminary rounds with special awards for high scores in a variety of events and divisions. 
  
The 2012 Hall of Fame and Hall of Merit roster includes NRCHA standouts of today and yesteryear. 
World-renowned horseman, Million-Dollar Rider and three-time Snaffle Bit Futurity Champion Bob 
Avila, Temecula, Calif., was inducted into the Hall of Fame this year, along with two worthy equines: 
"Mitch," the 1959 buckskin gelding who enjoyed a triumphant 16-year show career, and Lil Miss 
Smarty Chex (Smart Little Lena x Miss Reed Chex x Bueno Chex), the superior performer who 
earned numerous reining and cow horse championships before retiring to a brilliant broodmare 
career. 
  
The Hall of Merit welcomed John Hyde, the California movie and television executive whose lifelong 
love of horses led him to the reined cow horse industry. He has served multiple terms on the NRCHA 
Board of Directors and is the chairman of the National Reined Cow Horse Foundation, which seeks 
to preserve the history of reined cow horse and encourage youth participation in the sport. 
  
National Reined Cow Horse Association President Todd Crawford also bestowed the Stock Horse 
Man of the Year Award upon Paul Bailey, the NRCHA Vice President and chairman of the NRCHA 
Non Pro Committee. Crawford praised Bailey for his forward-thinking outlook, his dedication to 
growing the NRCHA's Non Pro divisions and his service at the affiliate level. 
  
Several riders accepted special honors for their performances in the Snaffle Bit Futurity preliminaries. 
The Open preliminary winner, Anne Reynolds, riding Smart Medicine Man (Very Smart Remedy x 
Magical Lena x Little Lenas Legend), received custom stirrups sponsored by Terry Ratto, as did 
Smart Medicine Man's owner, Reynolds' mother, Joyce Pearson. Reynolds and Smart Medicine Man 
also collected the high-scoring gelding award which came with a $1,000 check, the Ralph & Mickey 
Gragg Memorial Saddle, sponsored by the Gragg family and a Gist buckle sponsored by Carol 
Rose;  a Gist buckle for the Non Pro high-scoring rein work; andthe Open high-scoring rein work 
award, a $1,500 check from Ken Wold Training Stables and Lawson bronze trophy from the National 
Reining Horse Association, an award they shared with Chris Dawson and Callme Mister Mister 
(Mister Dual Pep x Travelin With Sass x Travalena). Reynolds also won the high-scoring Non Pro 
herd work award, a Gist buckle sponsored by Wilson and Susan Lyle, for her preliminary run on Very 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001RpABJIFsbTUpsbkkwcX2QjxIw-5tR2vD-1w1RW7Qnk8v927UEN-836yLkHPU0sJiVW_xBBCpWxNWcFGkraYjZSdyAimRRrvRKZwdGoy3aZI=


Black Magic. 
  
The high-scoring Non Pro in the preliminaries, Tammy Hays, riding Two Kitties (Smooth As A Cat x 
SR Jaguar), won a set of custom stirrups sponsored by Terry Ratto and also claimed the high-
scoring Non Pro cow work award, a Gist buckle sponsored by G2 Performance Horses. 
  
The high-scoring Open herd work award went to Corey Cushing and Lenas Last Time (One Time 
Pepto x Lenas Peppy Cutter), owned by Cathy Corrigan Frank. They won $1,500 and a trophy from 
the National Cutting Horse Association. 
  
Jon Roeser claimed the high-scoring Open cow work award, $1,500 and a Lawson bronze trophy 
from the Leavitt family in honor of Morey Leavitt, for his preliminary run aboard Dual Smart Peppy 
(Mister Smart Remedy x Peppys Sassy Hobby), owned by Virgil Cotter. 
  
The Snaffle Bit Futurity Ladies Champion, Tina Fry, riding TF Choice Sugar (SR Instant Choice x 
Pepto Sugar) for Travelers' Farm, also received her award at the Hall of Fame Banquet. The Ladies 
Championship came with a $1,260 paycheck, a Gist buckle sponsored by Larry and Sharon Rose, 
an ESP Wool Top saddle pad from Classic Equine, a monogrammed Cinch vest from Bob's Custom 
Saddles and the New West Country Store, a CR Morrison Trophy and Medallion from NRCHA and 
Platinum Performance.   
  

 The National Reined Cow Horse Association, now in its 62nd year, is the governing body of cow 

horse competition. It is responsible for promoting the sport, ensuring high standards of  
competition and educating members and the public about the history and tradition of reined cow 
horses. With the support of a Corporate Partner family that includes Bob's Custom Saddles, 
Boehringer-Ingelheim, Cinch, Classic Equine, Gist Silversmiths, John Deere, Markel Insurance 
Company, Platinum Performance, Quarter Horse News, Rios of Mercedes, Santa Cruz 
Biotechnologies, Silver Legacy Hotel and Casino, Bloomer Trailers and Schwalbe Trucks  
presented by Great West Trailers, and Merial products UlcerGard and Equioxx, the association 
works to keep the vaquero tradition alive in today's equine industry. For information on the 

 National Reined Cow Horse Association, call 580-759-4949 or visit the official NRCHA web site 
at www.NRCHA.com. 
  

  

2012 Snaffle Bit Futurity Sales Results (through Friday 9/28/12) 
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Classic Yearling & Broodmare Sale  
Gross: $204,000 
46 horses sold averaging $4,435 
The High Seller was Hip 148 "ISR Lucky Won," consigned by Island Star Ranch and sold for $10,000 
to James Reid from Eagle, ID. 
  



  

Select Two-Year Old Sale 
Gross: $662,150 
42 horses sold averaging $15,765 
The High Seller was Hip 249 "Lil Pepto Checks," consigned by Justin & Kelcie Lawrence and sold for 
$67,000 to Cable Creek Ranch. 
  



 
  

Performance Horse Sale 
Gross: $202,900 
17 Horses sold averaging $11,935 
The High Seller was Hip 309B "Chickarey" consigned by John Semanik and sold to Kinda Silly Farm 
from Collegeville, PA. 

  
Anne Reynolds Wins 8th Snaffle Bit Futurity Non Pro Championship 

  
King Hill, Idaho, horsewoman Anne Reynolds, already the National Reined Cow Horse 
 Association's only female and only Non Pro Million Dollar Rider, set yet another record when she 
won her fourth consecutive NRCHA Snaffle Bit Futurity Non Pro Championship aboard her home-
raised stallion, Very Black Magic (Very Smart Remedy x Magical Lena x Little Lenas Legend), 
owned by her mother, Joyce Pearson. It was Reynolds' eighth time to win the title. 
  
She collected $13,704 for the Non Pro Championship with Very Black Magic, and also showed  
his full brother, Smart Medicine Man, to 5th place in the Futurity Non Pro, which came with a  
$5,482 check. Both horses are also qualified for tomorrow's Futurity Open finals. 
  
"I'm just really happy with my horses. I've had a great show so far," Reynolds said. 
  
Very Black Magic brings a distinctive style to the show pen, and turned in above-average 
performances in all three phases of the finals. He had the high-scoring herd work with a 216,  
topped the rein work round with a 220, and then sealed the win with a 213 in the cow work. 
  
"He's a great horse. He's fun to show and has a ton of arena presence and charisma, and a  
fabulous way of moving. I thought he was really good in the reining, he was solid in the cutting 
and good down the fence. He was good everywhere today," Reynolds said. 



  
Besides the paycheck, the Non Pro Championship came with a Bob's Custom Saddle  
sponsored by Holy Cow Performance Horses, an original CR Morrison Bronze sponsored by  
Farnam Horse Products, a Gist buckle sponsored by Jon and Jody Semper, a fleece cooler from 
Classic Equine, a monogrammed Cinch jacket from Bob's Custom Saddles and New West  
Country Store, a 10-pound bucket of UltraCruz Sand Clear and a $50 gift certificate from Santa  
Cruz Animal Health/San Juan Ranch, Platinum Performance from Doug Herthel and a  
CR Morrison Medallion from the NRCHA. 
  
Reynolds thanked her support team, which includes her stalwart assistant trainer, Ryan Thomas, 
her son, Wilder Jones and her husband, Nate Jones. 
  
"It's been a real pleasure having Ryan and Wilder to help me, and to have Nate here. They've all 
beenso supportive," she said. 
  
  
Tammy Jo Hays Wins Intermediate Non Pro Futurity Championship on Two Kitties 
  
Although their horse and human relationship had a somewhat rocky start, Tammy Jo Hays,  
Nocona, Texas, bonded with her mare, Two Kitties, and the pair claimed the National Reined  
Cow Horse Association Intermediate Non Pro Futurity Championship and Non Pro Reserve 
Championship tonight in Reno, Nev. 
  
Hays and "Whiskers," nicknamed for her loathing of clippers, tied for the high herd work score of  
the finals, a 216, and then earned a 217.5 in the rein work and a 212 in the cow work. The 
Intermediate Non Pro Championship paid $7,152 and Hays collected another $10,278 for the  
Non Pro Reserve placing. 
  
Two Kitties (Smooth As A Cat x SR Jaguar) came to Hays somewhat unexpectedly. Hays had 
planned on showing a futurity horse, but the 3-year-old she had wasn't developing and she had 
not located a suitable replacement. 
  
"On Monday, I sold the slot. On Tuesday, Alan [Chappell, who had been helping Hays shop for a 
futurity horse], texted and asked if I still wanted a 3-year-old," Hays said. 
  
She and her husband, NRCHA Professional Shawn Hays, made plans to meet Chappell and try 
Two Kitties. The mare hadn't been in Chappell's barn very long, and was excitable, to say the 
least. 
  
"She was crazy. I had my husband saddle her. Her tail was up above her hocks. Alan had gotten 
her from another trainer who didn't like her," Hays recalled. "Shawn got on her, and she worked 
nice when he got on her. I thought, 'Why not?'" 
  
Two Kitties' talent began to shine in the Hays' program, and Tammy was pleased with how the 
mare handled the pressure of the finals, despite a late herd draw. 
  
"We went in the herd and it was pretty scary. The herd was kind of falling apart," she said. "I have 
to thank Boyd Rice and Corey Cushing. They were all conferring and picking cattle. They really 
made a difference. After I got the cattle cleared, all I had to do was sit. She's really easy to ride. 
I'm very proud of her." 
  



The Intermediate Championship came with a Bob's custom saddle from Annie Reynolds, a Gist 
buckle from the Vangelos Family/Polymer Logistics, a CR Morrison Trophy from NRCHA, a polar 
fleece cooler from Classic Equine, a monogrammed Cinch jacket from Bob's Custom Saddles 
and New West Country Store, Platinum Performance from Doug Herthel and a CR Morrison 
Medallion from the NRCHA. 
  
The National Reined Cow Horse Association, now in its 62nd year, is the governing body of cow 
horse competition. It is responsible for promoting the sport, ensuring high standards of 
competition and educating members and the public about the history and tradition of reined cow 
horses. With the support of a Corporate Partner family that includes Bob's Custom Saddles, 
Boehringer-Ingelheim, Cinch, Classic Equine, Gist Silversmiths, John Deere, Markel Insurance 
Company, Platinum Performance, Quarter Horse News, Rios of Mercedes, Santa Cruz 
Biotechnologies, Silver Legacy Hotel and Casino, Bloomer Trailers and Schwalbe Trucks 
presented by Great West Trailers, and Merial products UlcerGard and Equioxx, the association 
works to keep the vaquero tradition alive in today's equine industry. For information on the 
National Reined Cow Horse Association, call 580-759-4949 or visit the official NRCHA web site 
at www.NRCHA.com. 
  
Kirk Druey Wins Novice Non Pro Futurity Championship on Oaks In Montana 
  
It was the first time for Kirk Druey to make the National Reined Cow Horse Association Snaffle  
Bit Futurity finals, and the Adamstown, Maryland Non Pro collected the Novice Non Pro Futurity 
Championship, the Intermediate Non Pro Reserve Championship and placed 4th in the Non Pro  
aboard Oaks In Montana (Mister Montana Nic x Oak Ill Be x Ill Be Smart), a horse he had only 
ridden a handful of times. 
  
"He's an awesome horse. I was just trying to hang on," Druey said, as he described his 218.5 
cow work score, the highest of the round. He piloted Oaks In Montana to a 206 in the herd work 
and a 212.5 in the rein work for a 637 composite and a trio of paychecks totaling $14,158. 
  
"We had a little bit of a rough go in the herd - I panicked a little bit when the cow started running.  
In the rein work, he was pretty steady and the fence work, we just kinda smoked it," he said,  
smiling. 
  
Druey purchased Oaks In Montana in July from Todd Crawford, and said he hardly had an  
opportunity to practice with the gelding. 
  
"I'm kind of catch-riding my own horse. This is the second time I've ridden him. I wouldn't  
recommend it for anybody!" he said. 
  
Druey, a physician who has worked as a medical researcher at the National Institutes of Health 
for two decades, thanked Crawford and Amanda Gardiner for connecting him with the cowy, 
talented gelding. Before Druey entered the pen for the cow work, Crawford had just one brief 
parting comment. 
  
"He said 'Give 'em hell!'" Druey said. "He's so solid, he's a really good horse. I have to give Todd 
all the credit. He's done a great job." 
  
For the Novice Non Pro Futurity title, Druey also won a Bob's custom saddle from Flag Ranch, a  
Gist buckle from Estelle Roitblat, a CR Morrison Trophy and commemorative medallion from the 
NRCHA, a cooler from Classic Equine, a monogrammed Cinch jacket from Bob's Custom  



Saddles and New West Country Store, Platinum Performance  from Doug Herthel and  
"Cow Horse U" training videos donated by Les Vogt. 
  
The Novice Non Pro Reserve Champion was Natall Melo, who piloted Earthly Riches (Tulare x 
Cmon Tell Us) to a 623 composite score. The placing paid $1,584.  
  
 The National Reined Cow Horse Association, now in its 62nd year, is the governing body of cow 
horse competition. It is responsible for promoting the sport, ensuring high standards of  
competition and educating members and the public about the history and tradition of reined cow 
horses. With the support of a Corporate Partner family that includes Bob's Custom Saddles, 
Boehringer-Ingelheim, Cinch, Classic Equine, Gist Silversmiths, John Deere, Markel Insurance 
Company, Platinum Performance, Quarter Horse News, Rios of Mercedes, Santa Cruz 
Biotechnologies, Silver Legacy Hotel and Casino, Bloomer Trailers and Schwalbe Trucks  
presented by Great West Trailers, and Merial products UlcerGard and Equioxx, the association 
works to keep the vaquero tradition alive in today's equine industry. For information on the 
 National Reined Cow Horse Association, call 580-759-4949 or visit the official NRCHA web site 
at www.NRCHA.com. 
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