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Todd Bergen Wins Open Bridle Spectacular on Smart Luck

The brightest stars of the reined cow horse world, the bridle horses, dazzled a
packed house at the National Reined Cow Horse Association Derby in Paso
Robles, Calif., tonight as they competed for their share of the enticing $50,000
added Holy Cow Performance Horses Open Bridle Spectacular purse, and the
right to add their name to the CD Survivor Memorial Trophy.

Two dozen of the very best equine and human athletes in the sport laid it all
on the line in three grueling runs - herd work, reined work and fence work. In
the final reckoning, the horse with the best score was one of the least
experienced in bridle horse competition: Smart Luck, a 6-year-old stallion
shown by NRCHA Million-Dollar Rider and two-time Snaffle Bit Futurity
Champion Todd Bergen, Eagle Point, Ore.

"Man - what a class!" an elated Bergen said, following the win. Smart Luck
scored a total 665.5 on three events to earn a jaw-dropping $30,800. The win
was even more meaningful because it was the past NRCHA Stakes and NRCHA
Derby Champion horse's very first time to compete in a cow horse event in the
bridle, and he was up against some veteran champions.

Smart Luck, who is sired by Very Smart Remedy and out of the mare Gunna Be
Lucky by Gunna Smoke, dominated the first two events. He won the herd
work with a 224 and then marking the high score in the reined work round, a
223.5.

"The herd work and the reined work did not concern me because I've worked
him one-handed at home a lot, and shown him at the big reinings one-handed,
and taken him to cuttings before. But the fence work - anybody who's shown
down the fence will tell you any time you go in there, something new
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down the fence will tell you any time you go in there, something new
happens," Bergen said. "Literally, that was my sixth trip down the fence in
romal reins, and I'd never ever showed him in the bridle down the fence
before."

His only regret was that Smart Luck's owner, Cindy Warn of Cable Creek
Ranch, could not be there to see her horse compete.

"Her mom's very, very ill and in the hospital so she's having to deal with that. I
was happy to be able to give her some good news," he said.

Bergen thanked his family, his sponsors and Phil and Nancy Crawford-Hall of
Holy Cow Performance Horses, who sponsored the Open Bridle Spectacular.

"That's what makes this industry keep going, is people like them. Phil and
Nancy are longtime supporters of the NRCHA, and to have something like this,
for these older horses, is awesome," he said.

The Reserve Champion in the Open Bridle Spectacular was Olena Oak, who
scored a 664 on three events to earn $24,200. The 10-year-old Smart Chic
Olena stallion is out of the Doc's Oak mare, Fritzs Oak E Doakie. He is owned
by Mel Smith and Nichole Scott.

  _______________________________________________________

Annie Reynolds Wins Non Pro Bridle Spectacular on More Magic Please

Annie Reynolds added yet another title to her lengthy list of accomplishments
when she won the National Reined Cow Horse Association Derby Non Pro
Bridle Spectacular in Paso Robles, Calif., aboard her home-raised champion,
More Magic Please. She scored a 210 in the herd work, and then came back to
win the reined work round with a 219.5 and the fence work round with a
whopping 223. The 652.5 composite score netted a $4,312 check and a C.R.
Morrison Trophy.

"In the herd work, we got in a little trouble right off the bat," Reynolds said.
She had two cows that were difficult to separate. "When they were about to
split, he jumped over and tried to go with the wrong cow. I was so committed
to the other one that they didn't give me a switch penalty, but they penalized
me for a messy cut."

At that point, the King Hill, Idaho, Million-Dollar Rider was four points behind
the leader, but then she owned the reined work with a spot-on performance.

"In the reining, he was good everywhere. He stayed with me in the circles,
changed leads right in the middle, and I felt like I got him run to those stops
really well. He stopped hard, turned fast and it was a good little run," she said.
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really well. He stopped hard, turned fast and it was a good little run," she said.

When the cow stepped into the arena for the fence work, Reynolds recognized
it as one she had targeted in the herd.

"The cow boxed really nice for me, and then took off and ran hard to that first
turn. On the second turn, we were off the fence a little bit, but he stayed tight
on it. On the third turn, he just annihilated the cow. We had a nice little open
field turn and circled up right on top of it. He was a lot of fun to show. It's fun
to show those older horses who are broke, and trained, and know what to do."

More Magic Please is sired by Chic Please, and out of Reynolds' World's
Greatest Horseman Reserve Champion and stellar broodmare, Magical Lena.
The 10-year-old bay gelding, nicknamed "Midget," has a long list of accolades.
Reynolds showed him to the 2005 NRCHA Snaffle Bit Futurity Non Pro
Championship and he has been a stellar performer throughout his career.

The Non Pro Bridle Spectacular Reserve Champion was Jayson Fisher, who
rode Nu Cash Cutter to scores of 212.5 in the herd work, 216.5 in the reined
work and 219 in the cow work. He collected $3,388 for the Reserve
Championship.

__________________________________________________________________

Russ Greathouse Wins Novice Non Pro Bridle on Smokums Dixie

When asked about his winning run aboard his mare, Smokums Dixie, in the
Novice Non Pro Bridle at the National Reined Cow Horse Association Derby in
Paso Robles, Calif., Russ Greathouse wants to talk about his coach first, and
himself second.

"I owe a great deal of thanks to Lyn Anderson. Without her, none of this is
possible, and I want to get that right out front. She's done a lot of work with
the mare, and a lot of work with me," Greathouse said.

He scored a 210.5 in the reined work and a 213 in the cow work, which
equaled a 423.5 composite. The Championship came with a C.R. Morrison
Trophy and a $1,050 paycheck.

"I had a little bit of pilot error in the reined work - I should've run her a little
harder to the stops, but she was really good. We were in the two rein last year,
so she's a new bridle horse, and she was there for me," he said. "In the cow
work, I needed more cow. I didn't have the cow to really mark big - it was
pretty soft. I just didn't have a lot there to work with, quite honestly. We didn't
stay in the boxing long, we just took it and went, but for what I had, we made
the best of it."

Greathouse, who lives in Clovis, Calif., worked for most of his professional
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Greathouse, who lives in Clovis, Calif., worked for most of his professional
career in law enforcement. He retired for about five years, and then recently
went back to work at an agriculture equipment rental company. He purchased
his 7-year-old mare from Lance Johnston four years ago, showed her in the
hackamore, and now is continuing to enjoy her as a bridle horse. She is sired
by Smokums Prize out of the mare Peppy Jaynelena.

"The thing I like best about her is that she is absolutely honest. She doesn't
cheat at all. I can't think of one time that I showed the mare that I could blame
her for any mistake. She's just really forgiving, which makes her a great non
pro horse."

The Reserve Champion in the Novice Non Pro Bridle was Jessica Steffen, who
marked a 414 composite aboard Shiners Rojo. She collected an $875 check.

____________________________________________________

Deborah Wise Wins Intermediate Non Pro Bridle on Smartlookinboots

For Deborah Wise, winning the Intermediate Non Pro Bridle class at the
National Reined Cow Horse Association Derby on her gelding,
Smartlookinboots, was a dream come true. She had always admired the son of
Smart Little Pepinic when he was still a stallion, being shown by John Ward in
the Open Bridle classes.

"I purchased him in August of last year. He always was my favorite horse.
Some dear friends of ours owned him, so when they were done with him and
gelded him, it was fun for me to step up and take him on," Wise said.

She piloted "Boots" to scores of 213 in the reined work and 217 in the cow
work. The 430 composite score earned a C.R. Morrison Trophy and a $1,275
check.

"The high point was definitely the fence work. Boots is a super fence horse.
We got through the reined work good. I'm usually pretty conservative, and I
finally let him run to his stops, so I felt good about that. Then, we drew a great
cow, and he was so good. He makes great fence turns."

This is Wise's third year to show down the fence. She won the Novice Non Pro
Bridle at the 2010 NRCHA Derby aboard her former horse, Dusty Smart Oakie.
Getting to know "Boots" has been a challenge because of his high level of
sensitivity as an open-caliber horse, she said.

"I've had to slow him down to my level, and step up to his level. We're trying
to find that happy medium together," she said, smiling.

She thanked her trainer, John Ward, and the Ward Ranch staff. She also
appreciates the support of her parents and her husband, Geordy, who rides
cutting horses but also travels with her to the cow horse shows. The couple
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cutting horses but also travels with her to the cow horse shows. The couple
has two daughters, aged nine and six.

The Intermediate Non Pro Reserve Champion was Stephen Silva, riding Talkin
Prize. Silva's 426.5 composite score earned $1,062.
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