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Carol Roberts Tops NRCHA Derby Non Pro Preliminaries on Oaks 
Dual Rey / Non Pro Finalists Determined
 
At the National Reined Cow Horse Association Derby in Paso 
Robles, California, Non Pro Derby contestants wrapped up their 
bid for the finals today with the last phase of preliminary 
competition, the cow work.
 
It took a 634 composite score to advance to Sunday's clean-slate 
finals in the Non Pro Derby. The finalists, in order of their finish in 
the prelims, are:

1. Carol Roberts/Oaks Dual Rey             655
2. Annie Reynolds/Smart Magic Trick                 652.5
3. Annie Reynolds/Smart As Sister                     649
4. No Foolish Cat/Gene Armstrong                     646.5
5. John Murphy/ Pepto Pepermint                      643.5
6. Sophia Buttars/ CD Hen House                      641.5
7. Toni Heath/Smokums Dream                          639
8. Laurie Ward/No Chic Flicks                            634

In the Intermediate and Novice Non Pro Derby, scores of 629 and 
up return to the finals. These riders returned in both divisions:

1. Gene Armstrong/No Foolish Cat                     646.5
2. John Murphy/Pepto Pepermint                       643.5
3. Sophia Buttars/CD Hen House                       641.5



4. Toni Heath/Smokums Dream                          639
5. Elizabeth Kania/Tuckin Smart             633.5
6. Mary Tamme/Im Bratman                               631.5
7. Cynthia Bias/Nu Sand Dollar                          629

 
________________________________________________
 
It's A Sister Act in the NRCHA Derby Non Pro Limited
 
The National Reined Cow Horse Association's new Derby division, 
the Non Pro Limited, offers a place for riders who want to 
compete in a three-event format without the ultimate challenge 
of going down the fence. The herd work, reined work and boxing 
division attracted 11 entries, and a pair of sisters - Linda Wood 
and Polly Potocar - celebrated each other's victory as Linda won 
the Championship and Polly took Reserve honors in Paso Robles 
today.
 
"It was great! We have so much fun together," Polly said.
 
Linda won the Non Pro Limited Derby Championship on her 
gelding, Cee Mr Cats Merada, a five-year-old by Cats Merada and 
out of Cee Miss Money Rio. They scored a 213 in both the herd 
work and the reined work, and then earned a 214 in the boxing. 
Their total 640 score earned a Gist Silversmiths buckle, a C.R. 
Morrison Trophy and a check for $1,351.
 
"The cow gods were with us, and we did really good. I had good 
herd help, and our trainer, Mark Luis, just does a wonderful job 
with us," Linda said. "We just love the fact that the NRCHA has 
this class where we don't have to go down the fence. We love to 
do the herd work, and the reined work and then the boxing on 
three different days."
 
Polly piloted Cats Smart Oak, a WR This Cats Smart gelding out of 
Cookie Q Lena, to a 633.5. They earned a 204 in the herd work, a 
210.5 in the reined work and then won the boxing round with a 
219, winning $1,126.
 
"My reined work was fun to do - it was my personal best, and then 
I was lucky and got a good cow. It's all about that cow," she said, 
smiling.
 
Polly lives in Thousand Oaks, California and Linda lives in Los 
Angeles. The sisters keep their horses at Luis's barn in Paso 
Robles full time. They travel north as often as they can to ride 
and to visit their mother, who has a ranch in nearby Creston, 



California.
 
_________________________________________________
 
John Murphy Wins NRCHA Derby Amateur Championship on Pepto 
Pepermint
 
For 18-year-old John Murphy, the 35-hour drive from his home in 
Wetaskiwin, Alberta, Canada to Paso Robles, California for the 
National Reined Cow Horse Association Derby was worth the trip. 
With a high-scoring cow work run that earned a 223 from the 
judges, Murphy locked up the Amateur Derby Championship 
aboard Pepto Pepermint. He scored a total 643.5 - 209 in the herd 
work, 211.5 in the reined work and 223 in the cow work. The 
Amateur Derby win came with a Gist Silversmiths Championship 
buckle, a C.R. Morrison Trophy, and a check for $1,720. His score 
also garnered a spot in Sunday's finals in the Non Pro, 
Intermediate Non Pro and Novice Non Pro Derby divisions.
 
It was only the third time for Murphy to show at a major NRCHA 
event. He and Pepto Pepermint competed at last year's Snaffle Bit 
Futurity in Reno, and then made a big impression earlier this year 
at the Circle Y Derby in San Angelo, Texas, where they swept all 
four Non Pro and Amateur divisions.
 
"His strength is the fence work," Murphy said of the 4-year-old 
stallion that he has trained himself, with coaching from leading 
Canadian cow horse professional John Swales and other top 
riders, including Boyd Rice. "I ask a bunch of guys questions. 
Wherever I go, I just watch and learn."
 
The unpretentious young rider thanked his herd helpers, Chris 
Dawson, Jake Telford, Boyd Rice and Todd Crawford. He also 
appreciated the support of his parents, Eugene and Maria 
Murphy, who own Pepto Pepermint. The family purchased him as 
a yearling from the Billings Livestock Sale. Pepto Pepermint is 
sired by Surely A Pepto and out of Haidas Peppermint, a Haidas 
Little Pep mare.
 
Murphy recently graduated high school, and plans to apprentice 
under his father, who is a farrier, while continuing to train reined 
cow horses as a non pro.
 
"It's always been my goal to show a three-year-old, and I started 
two yearlings, took them all the way to the futurities, and I've 
been hooked ever since," he said, smiling.
 
The Amateur Derby Reserve Champion was Elizabeth Kania, 



Hillsboro, Oregon, riding her gelding, Tuckin Smart. They scored a 
total 633.5 on three events to earn $1,433. Tuckin Smart is sired 
by WR This Cats Smart and out of the mare Tucks A Lil Better.
 
___________________________________________________
 
Jenny Sherbo Wins NRCHA Derby Level 1 Open Derby 
Championship
 
Jenny Sherbo is on a roll. Less than a week ago, she won the title 
of "Next Great American Horsewoman" at the Project Cowgirl 
competition in Sacramento, Calif.. Today, she claimed the Level 1 
Limited Open Championship at the National Reined Cow Horse 
Association Derby in Paso Robles, Calif.
 
Riding Priceless Chic, a 5-year-old mare she owns, Sherbo worked 
her way to a 217 in the herd, a 214 in the reined work and a 211 
in the cow work. The 642 composite score was good for a Gist 
Silversmiths buckle, a C.R. Morrison Trophy, a check for $1,842, 
and a berth in the Intermediate Open and Limited Open Derby 
Finals on Sunday.
 
"It's been a great experience. I feel really blessed," the Acampo, 
Calif., trainer said.
 
She started Priceless Chic as a 2-year-old for her prior owners, 
Bradford Quarter Horses. After some success in the futurities in 
2010, "Chic" sustained an injury that forced her to miss her entire 
4-year-old season last year. When the Bradfords decided to sell 
the mare, Sherbo jumped at the chance to buy her.
 
"It's her first year back, and I've been taking her to quite a few 
reinings. We haven't worked in the herd for a while, but she was 
real good here. At the reinings, she's gotten used to skating on 
that hard-pan ground, and here, she had to push a little bit, so 
she could've stopped better in the reined work, but she spun and 
circled good. We had just an all right run down the fence, but 
overall, she's a really nice horse."
 
Priceless Chic, by Smart Chic Olena and out of Camolena Badger, 
is currently in foal to Spooks Gotta Gun for a 2013 baby.
 
"She's double duty right now, pregnant and showing," Sherbo 
said, adding that she plans to stop riding "Chic" after the first of 
the year and put her on full-time maternity leave.
 
Sherbo knows the feeling of being a working mom - she and her 
husband, Trevor, have three young boys - Dean, age 7, Lane, age 



4 and Ty, age 2.
 
"I thank my husband for taking care of everything while I'm gone, 
and my mom for helping me with the kids here at the show. I have 
a great support team," Sherbo said.
 
The Level 1 Limited Open Reserve Champion was Day In The 
Saddle, shown by Erin Taormino for owner Matt Day. Taormino 
piloted the 5-year-old gelding by Smart Zanolena and out of 
Saddle Me Cash to a total score of 637.5. The Reserve 
Championship came with a check for $1,382.
 
 
________________________________________ 

 
  
Corey Cushing Wins NRCHA Derby $5K Novice Horse 
Championship on Four Or Five Times
 
 
Four Or Five Times has been somewhat of a hard-luck horse, but 
fortune finally smiled on him and his trainer, Corey Cushing, at 
the National Reined Cow Horse Association Derby in Paso Robles, 
Calif. When the dust settled after the preliminary fence work on 
Friday, Cushing and "Diesel" won one of the titles determined by 
the preliminary round, the Open Novice Horse Derby 
Championship. Their composite score of 657 also earned a berth 
in the Open Derby finals on Sunday, June 17.

The Open Novice Horse Championship came with a buckle from 
Gist Silversmiths, a C.R. Morrison Trophy and a check for $2,808.
 
"It's really exciting. We have had high hopes for this horse, but 
we had bad luck at the Snaffle Bit Futurity last year, and then 
didn't have a very good show on him at the Stakes," Cushing said. 
"I wanted to get in the finals on him at one of these major NRCHA 
events, because he is such a nice horse."
 
Cushing and Four Or Five Times, owned by Matthews Cutting 
Horses LLC, turned in a steady stream of above-average scores 
throughout the preliminaries. They earned a 218.5 in both the 
herd work and the reined work, and then made an impressive 220 
run in the cow work. It was one of the first major shows where 
everything came together for Four Or Five Times, Cushing said.
 
"It seemed like there was always something in our way, or one 
little thing that didn't work out and caused us to miss the finals. 



It means a lot to win the Novice Horse Derby on him, and then 
getting to show him again in the finals, because he is one who 
truly should be there," the Scottsdale, Arizona horseman 
explained.
 
Four Or Five Times is sired by One Time Pepto, out of the mare 
Lovely Lynnie O Lena, a daughter of Doc O'Lena. One Time Pepto's 
owner, Jeffrey Matthews, purchased Four Or Five Times as a two-
year-old and put him in Cushing's reined cow horse program.
 
Cushing also showed the Open Novice Horse Derby Reserve 
Champion, PRF Spoonful Of Gold, for owner Cathy Corrigan Frank. 
The four-year-old stallion is sired by Hes A Peptospoonful, out of 
the mare Sons Miss Sprat. He worked his way to a 653 composite - 
217 in the herd work, 220.5 in the reined work and 215.5 in the 
cow work - which also advanced him to Sunday's Open Derby 
finals. The Reserve Championship paid $2,246.40.
 
Cushing thanked his wife, Kristen, their one-year-old son, Caleb, 
and his sponsors and customers for their support.
 
"It's truly a team effort and a win for everyone," he said. "I feel 
very lucky and very proud to have such great derby horses this 
year, and such a great group of people behind me."

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 


