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Jake Telford and Shady Lil Starlight Claim NRCHA Stakes Open 
Bridle Spectacular
In a spectacular display of rein and cow work, Jake Telford and Shady Lil 
Starlight took the NRCHA Stakes Open Bridle Spectacular Championship 
at the Horseshoe Park and Equestrian Centre in Queen Creek, Arizona.
 
In the herd work held earlier in the week, the pair marked a respectable 
213 - but everything fell together on Saturday, and the judges awarded 
the rein and cow work with identical scores of 221.5! "It's just really fun 
when it all works out. I love it! I live for this - it's the greatest sport in the 
world. There is no better feeling than when you get a fast cow and your 
horse handles it," Telford said following the win. Owner Nancy Crawford-
Hall was on-hand to pick up the C.R. Morrison trophy as well as the check 
for $5,250.
 
"I have the greatest owners in the world. I appreciate and thank Nancy so 
much for letting me show these great horses. I also thank all the people 
who put on the shows as well as the sponsors who support this industry," 
Telford, an NRCHA Million Dollar Rider, said.
 
Shady Lil Starlight, nicknamed Bentley, is one of the most recognizable 
horses in the reined cow horse industry - but he has been noticeably 
absent over the past year. "He got injured at the Hackamore Classic two 
years ago, and we gave him some time off. His first show back was the 
World's Greatest Horseman in February, and he just missed making the 



finals with Morgan Kromer there. It's nice to have him back and showing 
again," Telford said of the Grays Starlight stallion, who is out of Shady 
Little Cat.
 
Phillip Ralls and Very Smart Smoke were the Open Bridle Spectacular 
Reserve Champions with a 653.5 composite, and won $4,375. Very Smart 
Smoke is by Very Smart Remedy and out of Lil Brown Freckle, and is 
owned by The Trust/Billie Jo Ralls DTD.
 
Stacey Hansen Wins NRCHA Stakes Limited Open Bridle on Sheza 
Roo
When Jake Telford realized that he'd be showing two horses in the Open 
Bridle Spectacular at the NRCHA Stakes, he asked his friend and owner, 
Nancy Crawford-Hall, if his assistant trainer could show one of her horses 
in the Limited Open Bridle.
 
Crawford-Hall, of Santa Ynez, California, gave her blessing, and so Stacey 
Hansen piloted Sheza Roo to the Limited Open Bridle Championship and 
$2,100!
 
"She was awesome! She did everything perfectly and was really easy for 
me today," Hansen said following the class. "This was my first time to 
compete on this mare and my first time to show at an NRCHA event, 
period. I really, really thank Nancy for letting me ride her. I also thank Jake 
for asking Nancy to let me show her, and I thank Jessie Telford, as well."
 
Hansen has worked in Caldwell, Idaho, for Telford for over a year. Prior to 
that, she worked for Clayton Edsall in California.
 
Sheza Roo is a 7-year-old mare by Gallo Del Cielo and out of the great 
producing mare, Sheza Shinette. Sheza Roo's lifetime earnings are 
approaching $50,000.
 
The NRCHA Stakes are held at the Horseshoe Park and Equestrian Centre 
in Queen Creek, Arizona. Competition concludes Sunday, March 25, with 
the NRCHA Stakes finals.
 
Stephen Silva Wins NRCHA Stakes Non Pro Bridle Spectacular 
Championship on Talkin Prize
With a composite score of 643, Stephen Silva and Talkin Prize claimed top 
honors in the Non Pro Bridle Spectacular at the NRCHA Stakes in Queen 
Creek, Arizona. The win garnered a C.R. Morrison trophy as well as 
$2,772.
 
Silva and the 8-year-old gelding began the competition with a 213 in the 
herd work, which was held earlier in the week. "We cut the cows we 
wanted to. Even though they were a little soft, my horse was right there. 
He showed well with what he had in front of him," Silva explained.



 
The rein and cow work were held Saturday, March 24, and the pair 
marked a 215.5 in the rein work and a 214.5 in the cow work. "He might 
have still been a little fresh in the reining - but he's always right there for 
me and was very good," Silva said. "We've been working hard in the fence 
work. My horse was right there for me and was good and we did the best 
we could with the cow we had. I was very pleased."
 
Silva, of Atascadero, California, purchased Talkin Prize, by Smokums Prize 
out of Talkin Peppy Merada, from Justin Wright three years ago. Between 
the money won with Wright, and that which was won in the Bridle at the 
Stakes, Talkin Prize should be eligible to receive his Supreme Reined Cow 
Horse Award. "He's a great horse and I want him to be recognized for 
that," he said.
 
"I thank Phillip Ralls. He has helped me a ton - especially down the fence 
and just with my showmanship in general," he said. "I also thank Justin 
Wright for selling this horse to me way back when, and Korie Baker for 
finding him and helping to put the deal together."
 
Murray Thompson and Smart Time Tuck took reserve honors in the Non 
Pro Bridle Spectacular with a score of 639.5, worth a cool $2,310. Smart 
Time Tuck is by Senors Lil Brudder out of Smoke Time Tuck.
 
Murray Thompson and Smart Time Tuck Top NRCHA Stakes 
Intermediate Non Pro Bridle
Fresh off of a NRCHA Non Pro Bridle World Championship, Murray 
Thompson and Smart Time Tuck won another title. The two claimed the 
Intermediate Non Pro Bridle Championship of the NRCHA Stakes, held at 
the Horseshoe Park and Equestrian Centre in Queen Creek, Arizona.
 
"He was great today. I didn't think I ran him very well to his first stop in 
the rein work, but he was really good," Thompson said of the pair's 215 in 
the rein work. They followed that with a 220.5 in the cow work. "He was 
also really good in the cow work - we got a really good cow. He boxed and 
rated well, and we had a big turn. He was just great."
 
Thompson and the 15-year-old cow horse won $1,200 and a C.R. Morrison 
trophy. Smart Time Tuck is by Senors Lil Brudder, and out of the Blue Hen 
mare Smoke Time Tuck. They also finished as the Non Pro Bridle 
Spectacular Reserve Champions, worth an additional $2,310.
 
Murray modestly gave credit for the win to his trainer, Lyn Anderson, and 
his horse. "I couldn't do it without Lyn or Zip (Smart Time Tuck). I also 
thank all the other Non Pros and trainers who are here at this show - 
everyone is really supportive," he said.
 
Dana Avila and Not My Day Job were the Intermediate Non Pro Bridle 



Reserve Champions with a 434.5 total score. The Reserve championship 
was accompanied by a check for $1,000. Not My Day Job is by former 
Snaffle Bit Futurity Champion Smart Zanolena out of Shining Sprats 
Vanna.
 
Deah Hessian-Ruple Wins NRCHA Stakes Novice Non Pro Bridle on 
Irish A Shine
Deah Hessian-Ruple claimed the Novice Non Pro Bridle Championship at 
the NRCHA Stakes in Queen Creek, Arizona. Hessian-Ruple rode Irish A 
Shine to a score of 418, collecting $1,250 and a C.R. Morrison plaque.
 
The Fountain Hills, Arizona, veterinarian is a two-time NRCHA World 
Champion, having won both the $5K Non Pro Limited and Non Pro Limited 
titles in 2010.
 
Irish A Shine is also an accomplished cow horse. The 10-year-old mare, by 
Paddys Irish Whiskey out of Shine O Lena, has lifetime earnings exceeding 
$43,000.
 
Novice Non Pro Bridle reserve honors went to Stacy Lynch and Skeets 
Nicker, who finished with a 417.5. Lynch took home a check for $750. 
Skeets Nicker is by Skeets Peppy and out of Boomer Nicolette.
 
Clayton Edsall Tops NRCHA Stakes Open Hackamore with Mr 
Spook Nic
When Clayton Edsall didn't qualify for the finals of the NRCHA Stakes on 
Mr Spook Nic, he opted to enter the Open Hackamore. It proved to be a 
lucrative decision - to the tune of $2,460!
 
"He was really good today. I showed yesterday in the preliminary 
competition and had tough luck in the cow work. Today, I kept what 
happened yesterday in mind and worked to not let it happen today," the 
Oakdale, California, trainer, explained. He and Mr Spook Nic marked a 
215.5 in the rein work and a 223 in the cow work for a 438.5 total.
 
Edsall has been riding the 4-year-old Smart Spook stallion, out of Miss 
Nica Dual, for about six months. "He was at the Ward Ranch and they 
didn't know if he'd work for them. Some customers of mine - Adrianna and 
Wade Adams - liked him." He added, "I really appreciate Adrianna and 
Wade. They help me out a lot. Of course I thank all of my help, because I 
couldn't do it without them."
 
Todd Crawford and Sinful Cat were the Open Hackamore Reserve 
Champions with a 434 composite. Sinful Cat, a 4-year-old stallion by WR 
This Cats Smart out of Sinful Playgirl, is owned by Stacy Lynch. Lynch, of 
Thomas, Oklahoma, took home $2,050.
 
Kelby Phillips and Carico Blue Boon Win NRCHA Stakes Limited 



Open Hackamore
With a score of 431.5, Kelby Phillips and Carico Blue Boon won the Limited 
Open Hackamore at the NRCHA Stakes, held at the Horseshoe Park and 
Equestrian Centre in Queen Creek, Arizona.
 
Phillips and the 4-year-old stallion marked a 216.5 in the rein work, and a 
215 in the cow work. "He was really good in the reining today. He stops 
big and turns around well," he explained. "In the cow work, he did the 
same thing he always does - and was pretty good."
 
Phillips works as an assistant trainer for Zane Davis. "Zane wanted to 
enter this horse here in the Stakes, but he wasn't eligible, so he let me 
show him," he said. "I thank Zane and this horse's owner, John Filippini, 
for letting me show him. I also thank my girlfriend - she drove all night to 
come watch me show this morning."
 
The win netted Filippini, of Crescent Valley, Nevada, a check for $1,620 
and a C.R. Morrison plaque. Carico Blue Boon is by Duals Blue Boon out of 
Midnight Blue 001.
 
Riding WBR Spoonfulofsugar for Lisa Conley, Clay Roeser won the Limited 
Open Hackamore Reserve Championship, worth $1,080. WBR 
Spoonfulofsugar is a 4-year-old mare by Hes A Peptospoonful out of Dually 
Sunette.
 
Toni Hagen-Heath Captures NRCHA Stakes Non Pro Hackamore on 
Smokums Dream
On Friday, Toni Hagen-Heath won the NRCHA Stakes Non Pro Two Rein 
Championship. On Saturday, she returned to the Horseshoe Park and 
Equestrian Centre to claim another title - this time in the Non Pro 
Hackamore.
 
Hagen-Heath, of LeGrande, Oregon, was riding Smokums Dream - and the 
pair marked a 425.5. The Non Pro Hackamore was a redemptive title - as 
the class was entered after a bobble in the cow work preliminaries of the 
Stakes kept them out of the finals. "We messed up, so we entered the 
Hackamore, and it went really well today," she explained. "I wanted to see 
what she'd be like to show in the Hackamore because I'm thinking about 
entering the Hackamore Classic - and I think I might like her even better 
in the hackamore."
 
Smokums Dream, by Smokums Prize out of I Dream Olena, was raised by 
Toni's husband, Dan Heath. The 5-year-old mare was then trained by Dan 
Roeser, and had some success in some futurities and derbies. "We turned 
her out the last half of this past year, and this is our first big show. I thank 
my husband Dan for letting me ride her, and Dan Roeser for doing such a 
great job starting her." She added, "I also thank Jim Paul for his help. I've 
been down here and became great friends with him and his wife Dema."



 
The Non Pro Hackamore Championship was worth $1,050 and a C.R. 
Morrison plaque.
 
Darleen Wood and Painted By Boomerjac won the Non Pro Hackamore 
Reserve Championship. Wood and Painted By Boomerjac, a 5-year-old 
gelding by Mr Boomerjack out of Smart Painted Miss, earned $700.
 
Chantz Stewart Wins NRCHA Stakes Youth Bridle on Bayou Shiner
On Saturday, March 24, Chantz Stewart won the NRCHA Stakes Youth 
Bridle Championship. The Cave Creek, Arizona, youth took home $880 
and a C.R. Morrison plaque.
 
Stewart had the two entries in the class, and joked that she figured she 
"had a chance to win!" Stewart won the title on Bayou Shiner, a 12-year-
old gelding by Shining Spark out of Docs Missy Command. "We actually 
haven't shown him in about a year - but this show was just about an hour 
away from our home so I decided it would be a good one," Stewart 
explained. "He felt really nice in both the rein and cow work, and I didn't 
have to push him."
 
Stewart thanked Sam Rose and Al Dunning for their help.
 
In early February, Stewart won the NRCHA Youth Bridle World 
Championship on Shining Cielo. However, that mare, with who she also 
won an American Quarter Horse Association Youth Working Cow Horse 
World title, is on a sabbatical. "We are breeding her to Very Smart 
Remedy. She'll have a break and then I'll bring her back for the Youth 
World," Stewart explained.
 
Rene Ferini and Soula Boom Star Win NRCHA Stakes Youth 
Limited
Rene Ferini took the Youth Limited championship of the NRCHA Stakes at 
the Horseshoe Park and Equestrian Centre in Queen Creek, Arizona. The 
15-year-old competitor was riding Soula Boom Star, and marked 214.5 in 
the rein work and 219 in the cow work for a 433.5 total.
 
The Youth Limited Championship was accompanied by a C.R. Morrison 
plaque and a check for $267. Soula Boom Star is a 6-year-old gelding by 
Soula Jule Star out of Savannah Lee 2000.
 
Ferini, of Santa Maria, California, only began showing cow horses four 
years ago. In fact, Soula Boom Star's dam, Savannah Lee 2000, was her 
first show horse! "I showed her and then another horse before we bought 
this one," she explained. "I thank my parents, Larry and Tracy Ferini, my 
trainer Korie Baker, and Eric Freitas for all their help."
 
Baker shared the longterm plans for Ferini. "Each horse has been a step 



up. We actually have a full sibling to Soula Boom Star, and we hope that it 
will be her first Snaffle Bit Futurity entry within a couple of years," Baker 
explained.
 
Georgia Ashley Smith and Spring O Lena Melody were the Youth Limited 
Reserve Champions, and won $178. Spring O Lena Melody is a 12-year-old 
gelding by ARC Matt O Lena out of Our Spring Melody.
 

 

   
 
 
 


