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Hi everyone- 

In the next few e-mails you are receiving information from the different nominees for 

the 2012-2013 Board of Directors. The ballots have been mailed and should be 

received shortly. Remember they must be returned to the accounting firm in the 

envelope provided and postmarked by December 15th in order to be counted. Please 

read and consider carefully. 

  

These E-Cow Works enable the nominees to offer a little more information about 

themselves and any of their prior director accomplishments, and/or what they hope to 

offer to the membership as a board member. 

  

The work of the board of directors is important, and I would like to take just a moment 

of your time to re-visit some things this current board has done to help the NRCHA 

grow and prosper during the last few years. 

  

Level One Limited Open- There were 46 entries this year at the Snaffle Bit Futurity in 

this new division. The current board members felt very strongly that this new division 

would help encourage some young trainers to enter our National events and enable 

them to gain valuable Limited Aged Event experience at the National level. It should 

help them to be competitive when they are required to enter the Open in order to 

enter either the Intermediate Open and/or Limited Open. 

  

Non Pro Limited division for 4- and 5-year-old events - The boxing-only classes 

continue to be some of the biggest classes at the horse show level, both nationally and 

at the Affiliate level. This current board has recognized the fact that some people truly 

are frightened about going down the fence but want to continue to enjoy our sport. 

These same people would like to participate in the Limited Aged Events. Now they have 

that opportunity. 

  

New Non Pro Novice Division at Limited Age Events - Less than $15,000 cumulative for 

3 years. 

  

One entry fee system for the Non Pros- New for 2012, the board has discussed this 

option at the Open level but has not had the time to figure out how to make it work. 

The Non Pro Committee spent a LOT of time on this and has weighed the many pros 

and cons. It's time to roll out this new format. 

  



Five judges will again judge the Derby and World Show. 

  

The Affiliate Clinics have been re-established. 

  

The Non Pro Two Rein class has been re-instated. 

  

The Novice Division in the Open, which was established in 2009, revamped for 2011 

with an easy to understand format and a very low entry fee. 

  

It is my hope that the newly elected board members from this election will join the 

current board and continue to work to improve the NRCHA. 

  

Sincerely, 

Kathy Gould 

  

  

Dave Allen - Park City, Utah - Northwest Region 

PLEASE VOTE THIS YEAR for DAVE ALLEN. The NRCHA is a great family of horse 

owners, riders, trainers, and those who just love the fantastic horses we own, raise, 

ride and train. I want to help improve our organization and strengthen its future. We 

need long-term planning, including developing a 5 year plan to insure growth of our 

organization. I want to help improve our premier events and make showing more 

rewarding for non-pros, owners, and trainers. The Board needs to work closer with the 

affiliates and use their great ideas to help the NRCHA prosper while the NRCHA helps 

them prosper. I want to work to expand our sponsorship base and lower fees while 

increasing payouts.   All of this will be a challenge, but over time we can achieve it. 

  

I have been part of the NRCHA for over 10 years and have shown as a non-pro and 

raised and owned horses through my ranch, Aspen Meadows Ranch. Along with my 

family, we started and initially funded the NRCHA youth program and my daughter 

served as its first President. We saw a need and we took action. That is the way I 

operate. Along with Newt White, I helped start and co-chair the NRCHA owner's 

committee. I have sponsored local affiliate shows and been an NRCHA sponsor. 

  

I am a lawyer by background and have owned and operated several different small and 

large businesses for many years. I bring to the organization a love of great horses, 

experience with the NRCHA, and a legal and business background that will help create 

a strong and robust future. We already have enough trainers on the Board, let's elect 

some additional business people, owners, and non-pros. I just happen to be all three. I 

would appreciate your vote and your support of Jim Vangelos and Bill Tointon. Let's 

make a difference! PLEASE EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO VOTE and VOTE FOR CHANGE, 

not business as usual!!! 

  

Bob Avila - Temecula, California - Southwest Region 

Bob Avila is a trainer, breeder and owner of countless World Champion Quarter Horses 

- encompassing everything from World Champion Halter Horses to NRCHA Futurity 

Champions! Bob is an NRCHA Million Dollar Rider, a three-time Futurity Champion and 

a two-time World's Greatest Horseman. 

            

 Bob has been involved in the horse industry since he was a child; it is truly his 

passion. He is most passionate about the Reined Cow Horse - it has been the primary 

focus of his career for the past 10 years. Bob served on the NRCHA Board of Directors 

for 4 years from 2002-2006. He currently serves on the NRCHA Judges Committee and 

the AQHA Judges Committee. 

            

 Bob is well noted for being a mentor and teacher to many of today's best up-and-

coming competitors. In addition, Bob is a very well respected business man in the 

industry. Bob has written two books, produced several training DVDs and is now seeing 



his dream of having a successful bit line, known as "The Avila Collection," enjoy a great 

deal of success in just 5 years. 

            

Bob is extremely committed to the success and growth of the Reined Cow Horse 

industry. He believes that we have a strong industry that is not only fun to watch but 

offers something for everyone. "We have the best group of people in this industry. I 

have seen countless people come to the NRCHA events from other disciplines in the 

horse industry and they are always taken with the outgoing friendliness and 

camaraderie of the people in the Cow Horse Industry. I believe we have one of the 

most exciting industries in the horse business and therefore I think we should be the 

strongest and fastest growing in the future as well." 

  

Paul Bailey - Sparta, Tennessee - Southeast Region 

Calling all Non Pros!           

            

Hello Non Pros, I'm asking for your help in continuing as an NRCHA Board Member. In 

the past three years, we have seen a lot of positive changes for the Non Pros. From 

creating the Intermediate Non Pro Bridle class to approving an LAE Non Pro Limited 

division. We also instituted a one entry fee system for the Non Pros at NRCHA major 

events and added a Novice Non Pro LAE for those that have not won more than 

$15,000 in three years. We raised the lifetime earnings limit for the Amateur division 

and adopted the Non Pro Declaration that creates more accountability for those 

applying for Non Pro status. We reapproved the Non Pro Two Rein as a sanctioned 

class. To help insure that the voice of the Non Pro continues to be heard I ask for your 

vote. 

  

Todd Bergen - Eagle Point, Oregon - Northwest Region 

To the people of NRCHA, 

            

I am Todd Bergen from Eagle Point, Oregon. I have been a professional trainer for 23 

years and I am a Million Dollar Rider in both the NRCHA and NRHA. 

            

I am hoping to bring to the Board an open mind and some fresh ideas. With my 

involvement in the horse industry from training to sales to showing and doing clinics, I 

feel I understand what would be best for the association. 

            

For an association that has given me and my family so much, I feel it is time for me to 

give back and become involved and try and make the NRCHA a better association. I 

hope you will consider me for the board of directors 
  

Todd Crawford - Blanchard, Oklahoma - South Central Region 

Having served on the NRCHA Board for eight years and as a current member of the Judges Committee and 

Chairman of the Professionals Committee, I would like to use my experience to help the organization 

continue to grow. 

            

 I would like us to increase the number of entries in both the Limited Age Events and the weekend shows 

by continuing to develop entry level classes that are affordable and give riders a chance to be competitive 

in their divisions. Building on the success of the new Level I class at the Futurity, I would like to see us 

develop this further at the 4- and 5-year-old aged events. We need to continue to work on the Limited 

Classes to provide participants the opportunity to explore the fence work without jeopardizing their 

eligibility in the Limited Class. 

  

Howard Erenberg - Santa Ynez, California - Southwest Region 

Howard Erenberg was recently inducted into the NRCHA Hall of Merit at the 2011 NRCHA Hall of Fame 

Banquet and was awarded the Stock Horse Man of the Year Award in 2006. 

  

As stated on the Stock Horse Man of the Year plaque, "In January of 2002, the association was badly in 

debt. This man took over the association offices in Corcoran and basically ran the association for much of 

the next year. Under his direction, the organization began a remarkable recovery that has brought it to its 



place of stability today." "In my mind, this man is one of the greatest reasons why the NRCHA has 

reached our current success" - Dan Roeser, NRCHA President. 

  

Howard Erenberg has been a board member of the National Reined Cow Horse Association for fifteen (17) 

years and his lengthy experience has included being President, Vice President, Treasurer, Acting Executive 

Director, Executive Committee, Finance Committee, Snaffle Bit Futurity Committee Chairperson, Ethics 

Committee Chairperson and Long Range Planning Committee. He was the founder of the Santa Ynez 

Valley Cow Horse Classic Horse Show and Futurity. 

  

He has organized and has continued to run the NRCHA Stallion Service Silent Auction for the past ten (14) 

years and the Auction most recently grossed $70,000 in 2010. 

  

He was also responsible for increasing the NRCHA's Subscribed Stallions from 24 in 1997 to 165 in 2003. 

  

He received an MBA and BS in Finance from the University of Southern California and was the President of 

the Serta Mattress Company of Southern California and Arizona for twenty years. 

  

For the National Reined Cow Horse Association, he would like to increase the National exposure by adding 

more members, more affiliates and providing more services at the National level to all members. For the 

showing aspect, he would like to continually strive to improve the quality of the NRCHA shows by 

increasing the number of contestants, by increasing the size of the purses, continually improving the 

judging, improving show conditions and having quality prizes and awards. Financially, he would like to 

continue to put the NRCHA on strong financial footing through budgetary processes and cost controls. 

  

Dar Hanson - Kingsburg, California - Southwest Region 

My name is Dar Hanson. I have been the Breeding Manager at Ward River ranch for the past 14 years. 

Ward Ranch is the number one all time leading Breeder of Reined Cow Horses. During my time at Ward 

Ranch, we have bred approximately 400 mares per year and consigned well over 100 horses to NRCHA 

Sales for ourselves and our clients. 

            

 During 2011, I have been on the NRCHA Sales Committee, and have had a chance to help make positive 

changes that resulted in stronger sales at the 2011 Futurity. These changes will bring great benefits to the 

NRCHA well into the future. 

            

 As an owner and breeder myself for the past decade, I believe I am uniquely qualified to add a 

perspective to the board that will help grow an industry that I not only make my living in but that I truly 

want to see prosper by assuring that the association moves in a direction that is ultimately beneficial to all 

while still maintaining our tradition. 

  

Ramona Koch - Paicines, California - Southwest Region 

I am proud to be on a board made up of diverse backgrounds that have been working together with the 

intention of making this organization good for all its members. I am seeking to serve another term so I 

can continue my work for the well-being of all NRCHA members. Over the last year we have 

accomplished; adding the Level 1 Limited Open, creating a flat entry fee for the Non Pro Limited Age 

Events, and adding the new division of the Non Pro Limited to the 4- and 5-year-old Limited Age Events. 

These are steps in a positive direction but I know we have more work to do! 

  

If you don't know me you will find I am open-minded and look at all sides of the issues. I will continue to 

vote on each issue based on what I think is best for the members across the country. If elected, I will 

continue to work on the members' behalf. Please call me with any questions at 831-628-3838. 

  

I have been a member of the NRCHA for over 35 years. I am fortunate to have a career training horses 

and riders, dedicated to perpetuating the reined cow horse tradition. I have trained and shown NRCHA 

bridle and two rein champions. I am a card-holding NRCHA Judge and take every opportunity to refine and 

elevate my knowledge of the industry. 

  

Darren Miller - Watkins, Colorado - North Central Region 

I feel this is a very important time in the NRCHA. In the five years I have served on the Board, we have 

added many classes to help the growth of our horse shows. The Level I Division, the Novice Non Pro, the 



Select Division and the Novice Horse Divisions are all positive additions to encourage more people to 

participate in the NRCHA. 

            

I believe the focus needs to be in the continued growth of the NRCHA. Promoting the sport outside of our 

membership is one way to do this. Maintaining quality events for existing members is also key. That 

balance between attracting new members and meeting the needs of current members is in the best path 

to steady and continued growth. 

Jerry Peters - Kiowa, Colorado - North Central Region 

I have been Treasurer of the Colorado Association for the past 10 years, having gained a thorough 

understanding of the many issues involved in planning, organizing and putting on reined cow horse shows. 

I have been a Show Secretary, performing the office work at dozens of shows over the past few years. I 

am very conscious of the needs and desires of those who attend these shows. Also being the owner of 

several reined cow horses, I am intimately familiar with the issues of being an owner. 

            

 I have worked for large corporate organization in operations, systems and planning. I have also started a 

couple of small companies. I understand the challenges of running and growing a business and will bring 

this knowledge and experience to the Board. 

  

The NRCHA must continue to put on great shows and build on its solid foundation. We need to get more 

people interested in the sport, expand the number of shows and entries, increase payouts, encourage 

more spectator attendance and provide a consistent high-quality to everything we do. I believe we still 

need to outline in writing, both from an operational and financial perspective, the step by step process to 

make all this happen. 

            

 Lastly and most importantly, I will take the time required to work on NRCHA Board activities and would 

love the opportunity to do so. 

  

Marilyn Peters - Edmond, Oklahoma - South Central Region 

Having been an owner and trainer of reined cow horses as well as a Non Pro and Youth coach for over 30 

years, I feel I bring an all-around knowledge of the industry to the Board. I strive to keep an open mind 

and an ear to the membership and its goals for the NRCHA, as well as keeping the NRCHA healthy and 

moving forward without losing sight of the core foundation that has made us the premier performance 

horse venue. I would appreciate the opportunity to continue to serve on the Board of Directors. 

  

Smoky Pritchett - Red Bluff, California - Southwest Region 

I am Smokey Pritchett. I am an owner, breeder and trainer of reined cow horses. I am a graduate of Cal 

Poly San Louis Obispo, majoring in Animal Science and Agricultural Business. 

            

 I have been a member of the Reined Cow Horse Association since 1965. During the 80s I owned over 20 

broodmares and ran a breeding program where we bred over 200 mares a year. I have experience in all 

areas of the cow horse industry. I have served on the Board of Directors for over 20 years. During my 

presidency of '82 and '83, I instrumented the National Reined Cow Horse Association from the California 

Reined Cow Horse Association, to create the affiliates. This was strongly advised by my European clients 

so there could be shows approved internationally. We achieved tremendous growth in the newly-formed 

NRCHA. 

            

 Along with Teddy Robinson, we created the Limited Open division of the Snaffle Bit Futurity and 

sponsored this class at the Futurity. I brought to the Hall of Fame Committee the Hall of Merit to be able 

to recognize the owner and significant supporters. 

            

 In the last 8 to 10 years we have lost the SHOW in our major events, our spectator base is way down. If 

elected I will work on bringing the people back to the grandstand and the arena. I believe it is time for me 

to serve again and I respectfully ask for your vote. 

  

Carol Rose - Gainesville, Texas - South Central Region 

I am asking you to mark my name on your 2011 NRCHA Board of Director Ballot, as I am seeking re-

election to the Board of Directors this year. My platform is the same as it always has been - to help the 

NRCHA grow from the grass roots up and to make sure the NRCHA remains a National organization. I 

believe that what is best for the reined cow horse industry and the NRCHA is best for its members. 



            

I have enjoyed serving as an NRCHA Board and Executive Committee member since 2002. At the same 

time I was elected the Sponsorship Committee was formed. I created that committee with the help of a 

few friends in the industry and worked to begin and grow the NRCHA Corporate Partnerships and 

Sponsorships family. 

            

I feel a personal sense of accomplishment and pride as a NRCHA Board Member in helping to create the 

Level One Limited Class for NRCHA aged events in 2011, and the Non Pro Limited Division being added to 

our Derbies in 2012 (and I hope to see this become a class in our Futurities in the years to come). 

At the time the Sponsorship Committee was formed the NRCHA was in serious debt. The first year we 

increased income through sponsorships by over $250,000. In the past ten years, the Committee has 

raised over $7.4 million, plus developed the outstanding prizes at NRCHA-produced events and affiliate 

horse shows. 

            

The Sponsorship Committee initiated the Corporate Partnership Program, accelerated the awards 

sponsorships for the Snaffle Bit Futurity, developed an awards program for the NRCHA-produced shows, 

attained Celebration of Champions awards thru the Corporate Partners, implemented the saddle program 

for Affiliates, and fine-tuned the NRCHA Breeder's Sponsorship Program. We secured awards for national 

and regional champions, created the Snaffle Bit Futurity Draw Party, and the Partner and Sponsor Lounge 

in the Doc Bar Room at the Futurity. 

            

I have worked to treat our partners and sponsors fairly and revenues from our sponsorships have allowed 

us to maintain the NRCHA purse structure we have enjoyed at our shows, despite the economy. We are so 

proud we have been able to maintain our family of Partners and Sponsors and even gain new ones in 

2011    

            

It is easy to be on the outside looking in at the NRCHA Board and criticize the Board Members. I have 

already proven that I can and do get results for the NRCHA. Because of my lifelong involvement with and 

devotion to the industry, it has been a personal achievement to be a part of helping the NRCHA grow. If 

re-elected, I plan to continue to devote my energy in the same capacity. As I have said many times, I 

believe that what is best for the reined cow horse industry and the NRCHA is best for its members. The 

fruits of my labor within the NRCHA has been proven many times over by the dollar amount I and my 

committee have raised in the past ten years. 

  

Sam Rose - Pilot Point, Texas - South Central Region 

It is an honor to have been a director for the NRCHA. I have always stood strong for my beliefs and the 

people without a voice. Over the past years I have been chairman of the Sale Committee and currently am 

the Chairman of the Judges Committee. I pushed for the Level I class during the Snaffle Bit Futurity at 

Reno, in which , was a huge success for the first year. This new class provides new opportunities for 

owners and trainers to compete. 

  

I have personally worked with AQHA the last three years to have a boxing class for the youth, amateur 

and select amateur and now for 2012 the class has been added as a world show class. The top ten finalists 

at the youth, amateur and open world shows that are not qualified through the NRCHA are invited to show 

at our NRCHA World Show for the first time in 2012. 

  

I have also been gathering donations so that the youth will be able to show at the NRCHA World Show 

with little or no expense and would like a few of our larger shows to be centrally located to encourage 

participation from all members. In order to promote growth in the NRCHA as a national association you 

have to bring in new opportunities for all contestants and owners. 

            

Thank you. 

  

Kevin Stallings - Tucson, Arizona - Southwest Region 

I am very proud of the work we have done this year as a Board. The start of the Level 1 Class has been a 

great success. I feel it will truly help our sport grow from the bottom up. We will do a little tweaking on it 

to make it even better. My goal as a board member if elected is to help our sport grow and prosper and to 

make it more affordable so more people can enjoy our great sport. 



  

Jake Telford - Caldwell, Idaho - Northwest Region 

I welcome the opportunity to contribute to the work of the NRCHA as a Board Member. 

            

 I am a lifetime NRCHA member and have been an active trainer and competitor for the past 15 years. I 

am a current Board Member, past President and Vice President of the Idaho Reined Cow Horse Association 

(IRCHA). The IRCHA produces one of the largest affiliate sanctioned futurities in the United States and has 

for the past 37 years. While on the IRCHA Board I gained multiple ideas that can help improve all the 

major NRCHA events. I would use this experience and expertise to help our great sport develop into its 

true potential and I will continue to have a strong commitment to hearing both sides of the story. I would 

appreciate your vote and look forward to working for ALL the NRCHA Members. 

  

Bill Tointon - Longmont, Colorado - North Central Region 

I rode my first cow horse in 2002 and fell in love with the horses and the sport. I hold the traditions of the 

cow horse and the vaqueros highly and want to keep those traditions alive. 

            

 Our organization needs to grow. We need new members. We need to develop a plan for growth and 

analyze our finances. We need to improve our shows, increase attendance, create bigger purses and 

manage costs so shows are more fun and affordable for all. 

            

 I wish to bring my business experience and my analytical abilities to the Board along with my love for this 

sport. I do not claim to have all the answers to our organization's problems but I believe I can bring a 

fresh set of eyes and ears to the issues facing our organization in today's challenging times. 

            

 I encouraged you to get involved and vote! On behalf of myself and the other Owner's Committee 

candidates, Dave Allen and Jim Vangelos, Get Out and Vote! 

  

James Vangelos - Temecula, CA - Southwest Region 

The NRCHA is a dynamic group of horsemen and horsewomen that are dedicated to upholding the true 

traditions of the Vaqueros. I am running for the NRCHA Board to uphold these values as well as set the 

template for a stronger NRCHA in the future. The platform in which I am running is as follows: 

Planning 

1) Develop a long-term 5-year strategic plan for the NRCHA 

Growth 

2) Focus on growing the NRCHA; encouraging improvement of premier events; give more attention to Non 

Pros, Owners and Affiliates 

Costs 

3) Streamline costs, lower fees that have gotten out of hand; Improve purses for all exhibitors, both pros 

and non pros. All accomplished by focusing more on new sponsors and other money available to the 

Equestrian industry. 

            

The bottom line is the NRCHA must look to the future, a future only possible with strong leadership on the 

board. With my dedication and previous experience, I can provide such leadership. Under my direction I 

have managed a multitude of successful start up businesses and through my passion for the NRCHA I 

sponsor, exhibit, sell, and breed my own horses. Just this year, not only was I a chair on the Marketing 

Committee but my wife Ingrid was also very involved with the NRCHA. I ask that you vote for me. In 

addition, I encourage you to vote for the other Owners Committee candidates running on the same 

platform, Dave Allen and Bill Tointon. Thank you for your consideration; please vote. 

  

Ken Wold - Wilton, California - Southwest Region 

Ken Wold resides in Wilton, CA, where he operates Ken Wold Training Stables. Ken has been successfully 

training horses since he graduated from college in 1969 with his Bachelor of Science Degree in Animal 

Science and Biological Sciences from Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo. Ken has earned several World 

Championship titles throughout the years of training Cutting Horses, Reining Horses and Working Cow 

Horses with earnings over $800,000.00. Ken is an AQHA Professional Horseman and in 2008, he became 

one of the prestigious few to be inducted in to the NRCHA Hall of Fame. He represents every aspect of the 

NRCHA membership from Trainer, Owner, Breeder, Sponsor, as well as having one of the largest Non Pro 

Barns in the nation. Ken is an AAA NRCHA Judge as well as an AQHA Working Cow Horse Judge. He has 



given Reined Cow Horse clinics promoting the NRCHA all over the world, including Italy, Chile, and 

Canada. Ken is a past NRCHA Board member and has served two different terms as President of the 

Board. He instigated the implementation of the Merit System and the Judges Monitoring System. Because 

of his long time membership and his past NRCHA Board experience, Ken understands the time and 

financial commitment it takes to be an active and effective member of the NRCHA Board of Directors. Ken 

has a strong desire to rejoin this prestigious board to once again be active in directing the Board to benefit 

the organization and the working cow horse industry as a whole. He is a confident leader, an excellent 

listener and stands firmly behind his belief system. Ken has no "hidden agenda". He is honest, fair and will 

do his best to bring the NRCHA back together to strengthen, what he considers, the greatest association 

and events in the world. 

  

Ken Wold is "the members" Board Member and will do his best to further the success of the National 

Reined Cow Horse Association. 

 
  

  

  

 


