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Ron Emmons Wins NRCHA Derby Open and Intermediate Open Championships on 
Reygans Smart Lena
Queen Creek, Arizona, might be Ron Emmons' new favorite place. On Saturday night he 
piloted Olena Oak to the Championship of the NRCHA Derby's Holy Cow Performance 
Horses Open Bridle Spectacular. He returned to the Horseshoe Park and Equestrian Center 
on Sunday to win the headline event in the Open and Intermediate Open division on 
Reygans Smart Lena.
           
 "It's been an amazing weekend - that's for sure!" For Sunday's performance, Emmons won 
$36,011, a Bob's Custom Saddle sponsored by SPONSOR, two pairs of Rios of Mercedes 
boots, two bits from Tom Balding Bits & Spurs, and two CR Morrison trophies.
           
 Emmons and Reygans Smart Lena, owned by Doug Granade, began the clean-slate finals 
with a 217 in the herd work. "I drew up early, and more or less cut for shape and feel. The 
first cow was really good. The second was pretty bad but my horse was hooked up. The 
third cow tried my horse hard and he got to show off for a bit. Our score kept us within 
range," he said.
           
 The California trainer hoped for a smooth, clean run in the rein work. "I figured if we 
could mark in the upper teens we'd be sitting alright going into the cow work," he said. The 
score of 218 put him and "Rey" in third going into the finals.
           
 Then Emmons and Rey put on a clinic, marking a 228 in the cow work. "The fence work 
makes or breaks you. The cow came out and was a little numb and wouldn't look at us. We 
moved him around and he finally looked at us. We had a really big first turn, then got 
another really big turn, and circled right there both ways," he said. "It was a tight run and 
my horse never left that cow's head."
           
 Granade purchased Rey, by Dual Rey out of Smart Fancy Lena, as a 2-year-old. Although 
he placed at a few futurities and derbies, Emmons said, "Today was his day. He's just gotten 
better and better. He's a 5-year-old so this is a great way to finish his Derby years."
           
 The win was a poignant one, as Doug's late wife Cindy was instrumental in finding Rey. 
"It's an emotional day. Cindy was such a big part of our lives and she and Doug were more 
friends than clients. To win on this horse, which she helped find, is awesome," Emmons 



said. "I thank everyone, especially my wife Ladona. It's been an awesome ride."
           
 Corey Cushing rode Docs Catty Jo to the Open Reserve Championship with a 656, 
winning $19,686. Docs Catty Jo, by Cowboy Cattylac and out of Lena Jo Doc, is owned by 
Suzanne Clark.
           
 Justin Lawrence won the Intermediate Open Reserve Championship on This Cats Sticky, 
by WR This Cats Smart out of Sticky Brakes. Owner Robin Dangel collected $5,222.
 
EJ Laubscher Wins NRCHA Derby Limited Open Championship on Noras Nitro
EJ Laubscher traveled from Colby, Kansas, to Queen Creek, Arizona, to compete in the 
NRCHA Derby. He's leaving with more than he took, as he won the Limited Open Derby 
Championship on Noras Nitro, owned by Teresa Chrisler-Webb. The win netted a check for 
$4,300, a pair of Rios of Mercedes boots, a bit from Tom Balding Bits & Spurs, and a CR 
Morrison trophy.
           
The duo began the finals with a 208 in the herd work, and followed that with a 213 in the 
rein work. "I tried to be quiet and smart about it. I was happy with my horse," he said. "The 
rein work is usually a strong point for her, but she went to stop and sprung a front shoe 
stopping, so she was a little more hesitant, but she still marked well."
           
Laubscher and "Nitro," by Nitro Dual Doc out of Nora Lena, earned a score of 214.5 in the 
cow work. "It always comes down to the fence work. She was super good. She rated well 
and was with me the whole time. We had two good turns, circled well, and were done."
           
Laubscher purchased Nitro as a yearling from Black Rock Ranch, and sold the mare to 
Chrisler-Webb at the beginning of her 3-year-old year. Unfortunately she wasn't ready to 
compete at the Futurity events. "She got injured and had to take about five months off. She 
came back this year and has been great," he said. "She's been a great Derby horse, and we 
have her qualified in the Hackamore for the NRCHA World Championship Show in San 
Angelo, Texas."
           
Laubscher explained that as a young trainer, he appreciates the support from friends and 
family - especially his wife Sarah. "She's been great. It's tough sometimes but she makes 
me hang in there." He added, "I also thank Darren Miller and his wife Rhoda for helping 
me out whenever I need anything."
           
Brad Barkemeyer won the Limited Open Reserve Championship on Smart Shine N Peppy 
with a 630.5 composite. Smart Shine N Peppy, owned by Steven and Trish Greenberg, is by 
Smart Shiner out of Little Jalapeppy. The Reserve Championship was accompanied by 
$2,580.
 
Carol Roberts and Oaks Dual Rey Win 2011 NRCHA Derby Non Pro and 
Intermediate Non Pro Championships
Carol Roberts and Oaks Dual Rey swept the top two Non Pro divisions of the NRCHA 
Derby with a 649 composite.
 
Roberts won $15,348, a CowTrac System, two pairs of Rios of Mercedes boots, two bits 



from Tom Balding Bits & Spurs, and two CR Morrison trophies and commemorative 
medallions.
 
"My horse was really good in the herd work. We had a tough first cow and it made me 
nervous, but the last two cows were great and we had a 215.5. I loved how Rey (Oaks Dual 
Rey) worked in the rein work. We marked a 215 there," she said.
 
Roberts and Rey finished the finals with a 218.5 in the cow work. "Phillip Ralls was 
helping me in the fence work. He let me know when it was time to go. We made two good 
turns and then just went after the cow and circled up. I knew I had enough horse, and he 
was really great today," she said.
 
Roberts found Oaks Dual Rey, by TR Dual Rey out of Docs Pearly Oak, through a YouTube 
video. She never saw Oaks Dual Rey in person - just on a computer screen - but she took a 
chance and bought him anyway. "I talked to the owner and I had a good feeling about it." In 
fact, Rey's previous owner, Jamie Lester, traveled to Arizona from Illinois to watch him 
compete. "She hadn't seen him since he came to me, so it was very special that she was 
there to see him win."
 
The California Non Pro added that the Derby provided a great opportunity to work with and 
learn from several different Open trainers. "I had the incredible opportunity to work some 
great guys. They were all here cheering for me and were in my pictures," she said. "Thank 
you Phillip Ralls, Corey Cushing, Todd Bergen, Doug Williamson, and Jon Roeser."
 
Roberts added a special thank you to Shannon McCarty. "She always lets me come and 
work cattle. She's awesome. Of course, I also have a great supportive family, who I thank 
also," she said.
 
Clovis, California, Non Pro Tish Wilhite won the Reserve title in both divisions with The 
Fresno Fox. Wilhite and The Fresno Fox scored 215 in the herd work, 217 in the rein work, 
and 216 in the cow work for a 648 composite. All total, Wilhite took home $11,816. The 
Fresno Fox is by Heart Of A Fox out of Oaks Jewel Doll.
 


