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Letter to the Cow Horse Community 

From: Dar Hanson 

Dear NRCHA Members, 

Last fall, Sandy Collier asked me and John Ward to join the NRCHA Sale Committee, of 

which she is the chairman. We were more than happy to accept, because we believe that the 

NRCHA Snaffle Bit Futurity Sales are the best way to market reined cow horses. For the first 

time in a couple of years, Ward Ranch will be consigning horses to the NRCHA sales in Reno. 

There have been some changes in the Snaffle Bit Futurity Sales for 2011. The Sales will 

return to a three-day format with the Classic Yearling and Broodmare Sale returning to 

Thursday, the Select Yearling and Broodmare Sale on Friday afternoon, the Select 2-Year-Old 

Sale on Saturday afternoon and that will be followed by the Performance Horse Sale. We believe 

the re-instatement of the Classic Yearling and Broodmare Sale on Thursday is a fantastic move. 

This is a sale that Ward Ranch has used over the years to help market mares that are a little older 

and not eligible for the Select Broodmare and Yearling Sale, or yearlings that are out of young 

mares that for whatever reason did not have a show career. I don't think there is another sale that 

does as good of a job marketing and selling these types of horses. We have tried other sales over 

the past few years and believe that we have had the most success at the NRCHA Classic 

Broodmare and Yearling Sale and plan on consigning a number of mares and yearlings this year. 

Another change is the buy-back structure which will now be a simple flat fee. We will no 

longer be charging a percentage of the final bid if you buy your horse back over a certain price. 

In the past, this has kept us (Ward Ranch) from putting horses in the sale that we were looking to 

sell for over $25,000.  I think this will help you decide to put your very best horses in the 

NRCHA Snaffle Bit Futurity Sales. 

Something that is new that I am looking forward to is that Ted Robinson, Benny Guitron, 

Pete Bowling, and Robert Chown will each join the auctioneer and pedigree reader on the 

auction block.  These four very knowledgeable individuals are going to be familiar with your 

horses and your training/breeding program and will be able to add some valuable insight that 

does not appear in the Sale Catalog. 

The deadline to consign your horse has been extended to July 15 to give you more time 

to get your horse prepared for the sifting videos. 

John and I believe that the NRCHA sales are the best place in the country to sell cow 

horses and we hope you join us in consigning horses this year.  If you have any questions for 

John or myself, please don't hesitate to contact us at the Ward Ranch at dar@wardranch.net. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

Dar Hansen 

Manager, Ward Ranch 

NRCHA Sale Committee 
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