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Todd Bergen and Smart Luck Win 2011 NRCHA Stakes

Championship!
            Smart Luck may have started his career as a hard-luck horse. But as he

continues to add major titles to his name, he reinforces that luck really has nothing

to do with his success. On Sunday, March 27, the 5-year-old cow horse, by Very

Smart Remedy out of Gunna Be Lucky, earned another line on his resume - that of

the 2011 National Reined Cow Horse Association Stakes Champion.

            At the reins was his trainer and NRCHA Million Dollar Rider Todd Bergen.

When asked about Smart Luck's shaky start, the Eagle Point, Oregon, trainer is

adamant that he never had any doubts about his mount's ability. "I knew he was

good all along. He could have been the Snaffle Bit Futurity Champion, but he fell in

the cow work. He's a really good horse and it doesn't surprise me at all that he's

coming on and winning," he said, referring to the stallion's wins at the NRCHA

Derby and in the Open Hackamore at the Snaffle Bit Futurity. "He's the kind of

horse you want, and I'm lucky to have him."

            Bergen knew his horse was strong in the herd work, and as the first leg of

Finals day competition, he knew he had to capitalize on that ability. "My herd help -

Corey Cushing, Phillip Ralls, Ted Robinson, and Todd Crawford - helped to find
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some decent cows, and we were able to get him exposed. I just tried to get a good

start," he said of his 220.5 herd work.

            Then it was time for what is arguably Bergen's, who's also a National

Reining Horse Association Million Dollar Rider, forte - the rein work. "I knew there

had already been some decent runs posted, and this horse is solid in the rein work,

so I just hung it all out there. He stopped big and circled well, and we got a good

score," he said.

That score - a 226.5 - was needed to compensate for a less than ideal cow

in the fence work, where they ended with a 217. "I know that the guys here in Idaho

can put together some tough runs. I just tried to get as many points as I could early

on. That cow just got a little numb at the end and got pushy. Luckily we had enough

of a cushion that we could lose a few points," he said.

The composite score of 664 was enough to win the title, along with a check

for $27,683 for owner Cindy Warn of Cable Creek Ranch. "Cindy can never watch

us compete - she was sitting in the parking lot the whole time," laughed Bergen.

"She's a great customer and she really supports me. I can't thank her enough for

the good horses she lets me ride."

            Another NRCHA Million Dollar Rider, Todd Crawford, won the Reserve

Championship aboard Moms Silverado Cat with a 659.5 (220.5/219.5/219.5).

Crawford and Moms Silverado Cat, owned by Rhodes River Ranch, won $20,398.

Moms Silverado Cat is by High Brow Cat out of Moms Stylish Pepto.
 

Nick Dowers Wins 2011 NRCHA Stakes Intermediate and
Limited Open Championships on Shiney And Verysmart!

Nick Dowers began working for acclaimed National Reined Cow Horse

Association Non Pro Anne Reynolds at the beginning of 2011. Only a few months

into his job, the young trainer won over $22,000 in a single event - the National

Reined Cow Horse Association Stakes!

            Dowers was riding Shiney and Very Smart, by Very Smart Remedy out of

Shirley Shine, a horse that Reynolds rode to the 2009 NRCHA Snaffle Bit Futurity

Non Pro Championship. On Finals day of the NRCHA Stakes, Dowers and the

5-year-old cow horse marked a 218.5 in the herd work, a 216 in the rein work, and

a 221 in the cow work for a 655.5 composite.

"The herd work was awesome and right on. It was easily the best I've ever

had on him. He was just on it from the start. The rein work was really good, even

though I could have shown him better," he said. "In the cow work I could see the
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though I could have shown him better," he said. "In the cow work I could see the

cow down the lane and I knew it was going to be good and feely. It was just what

we needed."

            Not only did the high score result in the Intermediate Open and Limited

Open Championships, totaling $9,355 in earnings, the pair also finished fourth in

the Open, worth an additional $13,113. "It was a good time today," noted Dowers

modestly. "He's a phenomenal horse and I'm very thankful that Anne lets me show

him."

            Dowers, now of King Hill, Idaho, not only thanked Reynolds. "I really

appreciate Jake Telford for all his help, as well as all the team from our barn," he

said.

            Ron Emmons and Reygans Smart Lena and Lyn Anderson and Tuckers

Smart Cat tied for the Intermediate Open Reserve Championship with scores of

655, with each earning $3,810. Reygans Smart Lena, owned by Douglas and

Cynthia Granade, is by Dual Rey out of Smart Fancy Lena. Tuckers Smart Cat, by

WR This Cats Smart out of Smoke Time Tuck, is owned by David and Barbara

Archer.

            The Limited Open Reserve Championship went to CD Ben and John

Swales, who marked a 213.5 in the herd work, a 217 in the rein work, and a 219 in

the cow work for a 649.5 composite. CD Ben, owned by Mary Reti, is by Soula Jule

Star out of CD Precious Gem.

Tish Wilhite Wins 2011 NRCHA Stakes Non Pro and

Intermediate Non Pro Championships!
            She's been waiting a long time to win a major National Reined Cow Horse

Association Limited Age Event Non Pro Championship, and on Sunday, March 27,

Tish Wilhite's dream came true. The setting was the Idaho Horse Park in Nampa,

Idaho, and the event was the NRCHA Stakes.

            Wilhite was riding her horse, The Fresno Fox, and together the pair won

both the Non Pro and Intermediate Non Pro Championship, taking home $9,860

and $3,570.

            "This is so exciting. It's my first major event to win since I have been doing

this seriously," the Fresno, California, competitor admitted after the Finals were

over. "I'm so proud of my horse - I can't believe it."

            Wilhite and "Shorty" began the Finals competition with a 213 in the herd

work. "The herd work has been my nemesis, but today I felt like I cut the best I

could. I had two clean cows and he was really good, and my herd help was great,"
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could. I had two clean cows and he was really good, and my herd help was great,"

she said. "Lance Johnston has been working with him in the herd and cow work.

It's been a team effort and it's definitely paying off."

            That strong showing in the herd work was followed by a 219 in the rein

work and a 216 in the cow work. "Shorty was a little strong in the prelims so I

worked to slow him down, and got him slowed down just enough today," Wilhite

explained. "We were praying that we got a good cow all day. We did, and my horse

was right there for me."

            WIlhite had several people to thank, including Johnston and Brandon

Staebler, who helps her with the rein work. She also extended a special thank you

to her fiancé, Brian Avery. "Brian is not a horse person, but we were having some

bad weather getting out here. He didn't want my mom and me to drive it alone, so

he bought a ticket and made the drive with us. It meant a lot to me that he did that,"

she explained.

            Only horses by NRCHA Subscribed Stallions are eligible to compete at the

NRCHA Stakes. "I thank Jon Roeser and Karen Twisselman, who own Heart Of A

Fox, for nominating him to the Stakes program. We wouldn't be here if not for

them," she said.

            Winning the Non Pro Reserve Championship was Anne Reynolds and Very

Shiney, who marked 217.5 in the herd work, 215.5 in the rein work, and 211 in the

cow work for a 644 composite. The NRCHA Million Dollar Rider and the Very Smart

Remedy cow horse, out of Shirley Shine, won $7,395.

            In the Intermediate Non Pro division, it was Carol Roberts and Oaks Dual

Rey who won the Reserve Championship and $2,677. Roberts and Oaks Dual Rey,

by TR Dual Rey and out of Docs Pearly Oak, had a 635.5 composite, thanks to a

204 in the herd work, 216 in the rein work, and 215.5 in the cow work.

NRCHA E-Cow Work - March 27, 2011 http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?...

4 of 4 03/27/2011 11:48 PM


