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Finalists Decided for 2011 NRCHA Stakes!
The preliminary competition of the 2011 National Reined Cow Horse 

Association Stakes, held annually at the Idaho Horse Park in Nampa, Idaho, 

concluded Friday, March 25, following the cow work. Zane Davis of Whitehall, 

Montana, led the field of 74 Open riders on Reymanator with a 662. 

Davis and Reymanator made an impact when they appeared on the cow 

horse scene in 2009, winning the prestigious NRCHA Snaffle Bit Futurity 

Championship. The 5-year-old gelding, by Dual Rey out of Savannah Hickory, is 

owned by John Semanik. Davis and Reymanator won first place in both the herd 

work and cow work preliminaries, with a 222 and a 223 respectively, collecting 

$1,800.

The top twenty in the Open division, plus ties, advance to the clean-slate 

finals on Sunday, March 27, and it took a 646 to make the cut. In the Intermediate 

Open division, a 632 was the magic number with ten advancing.

Three Limited Open entries earned a finals berth, and the bubble score was 

a solid 638.5.

A mere five points separate the four finalists in the Non Pro division, with a 

643.5 needed to advance to the finals. The four Intermediate Non Pro entries who 

scored a 627 and higher also advanced to the finals.

For complete results, please click here.
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Shawn Hays Wins 2011 NRCHA Stakes Novice 
Horse Open Championship on CGS Starscommand

The Novice Horse Open division Championship of the 2011 National 

Reined Cow Horse Association Stakes was decided during the preliminary round of 

competition. In the end, it was Shawn Hays who emerged victorious on CGS 

Starscommand.

Hays and CGS Starscommand competed first in the herd work, marking a 

215.5, and followed that with a 215 in the rein work. "I went out and cut for shape in 

the herd work. It was a little softer than I wanted, but we cut clean," he said. "I 

didn't get him turned around as well as I wanted to on our left spins, and his first 

stop wasn't quite as good as I wanted, but his second set of spins and his second 

and third stop were good."

In the final leg of competition, Hays and the Soula Jule Star stallion, out of 

Spark Command, marked a 217.5 to win $2,815 and the Novice Horse Open 

Championship. "The cow wasn't really watching me and my horse wasn't taking 

hold in the boxing. We went a little by the first turn and had to loop him. Then he 

made a huge right turn and jumped out and circled up great. I was really happy 

with him."

Shawn and his wife Tammy Jo purchased CGA Starscommand as a 

yearling at a sale. Hays had seen other Soula Jule Star offspring, and he knew that 

Shining Spark daughters are proven producers. "He had the look. He didn't go for 

much so we gambled on him - it was worth it," noted Hays.

The pair barely missed the Snaffle Bit Futurity finals, but placed in the 

Intermediate Open and Novice Horse Open during the NRCHA Circle Y Ranch 

Derby in San Angelo. "Lately he's been coming on really well. I knew he'd put it all 

together," he said. Hays and CGS Starscommand also made the NRCHA Stakes 

Open and Intermediate Open finals.

The Reserve Championship and $2,254 went to Todd Crawford and Wright 

About Now, owned by Garth and Amanda Gardiner. The NRCHA Million Dollar 

Rider and the Lenas Wright On mare, out of Pandalita Star, marked a 215 in the 

herd work, 218.5 in the rein work, and 213 in the cow work for a 646.5 total. 

Keith Vogel Wins 2011 NRCHA Stakes Level 1 
Limited Open Championship

The first-ever National Reined Cow Horse Association Level 1 Limited 

Open Limited Age Event division made its debut during the NRCHA Stakes in 

Nampa, Idaho. Run as a stand-alone class, the Level 1 Limited Open is open to 
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riders who have not won more than $7,500 in NRCHA limited age event 

competition.

Winning the title was Keith Vogel, who rode Little Pistol Peach to a 639 

composite, comprised of a 212 in the herd work, and 213.5 in both the rein and 

cow work. "We made three clean runs and stayed out of the penalty box - and this 

mare carried me through the rest of it," Vogel said modestly following the class. 

The win supplemented the lifetime earnings of Little Pistol Peach, by Playgun out 

of Lone Star Peach, by $1,197. "She's owned by my fiancé Lauren Ashton-Porter. 

She thought we could win on her and we took a chance. She's proved she's good. 

She's a darn good horse that is bred to show and has been trained to work."

Vogel, of Pueblo, Colorado, worked several years with multiple World 

Champion roper J.D. Yates, and while there he got a taste of cow horse 

competition. "When I went out on my own I decided to take a go at it. I was 

fortunate to get good horses to ride early on," he said. "I thank all the people who 

helped me get here."

Chase Trahern and Smart Little Laredo, winners of the Intermediate Non 

Pro at the NRCHA Circle Y Ranch Derby in San Angelo, Texas, took Level 1 

Limited Open Reserve honors with a 628.5 composite. Trahern and Smart Little 

Laredo, by Laredo Blue out of Smart Little Spring, marked a 201 in the herd work, a 

214.5 in the rein work, and a 213 in the cow work, and collected $718.

Elizabeth Kania Wins 2011 NRCHA Stakes Amateur 
Championship

While the preliminary competition at the National Reined Cow Horse 

Association Stakes, held March 23-27 at the Idaho Horse Park in Nampa, Idaho, 

decided which competitors would advance to the clean-slate finals on Sunday, it 

also determined the Amateur Championship.

Elizabeth Kania and Very Mild Remedy dominated the Amateur field, 

finishing each leg of the competition in either first or second place, marking a 209 

in the herd work, a 215 in the rein work, and a 217.5 in the cow work.

"She was good for me. She was really good in the rein work and didn't get 

too strong. She did get a little strong in the corner during the cow work, but she 

waited on the cow. She is really good to me," said the 19-year-old who attends 

college at Pacific University. Kania collected a check for $897 for the win.

Kania, who previously showed reining and cutting horses, has only been 

showing cow horses for the past year, having purchased Very Mild Remedy, by 

Very Smart Remedy out of Dry N Mild, from Jerry Beukelman. "I moved to a cow 
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horse trainer - Jim Spence - and decided I wanted a cow horse," she explained. "I 

thank Jim for helping me and my parents for funding everything. I hope to compete 

a while. I want to get another horse and go to the Derbies next year."

Heather Livingston and Soula Jule Girl, by Soula Jule Star out of Okies 

Hickory Girl, won the Amateur Reserve Championship with a 627.5 composite, 

pocketing a cool $598. Livingston and Soula Jule Girl made a classic comeback 

after marking a 196 in the herd work when they performed strong with a 217 in the 

rein work and a 214.5 in the fence work.

The NRCHA Stakes is one of five NRCHA Premier Events, and annually 

boasts a payout near the $300,000 mark! Part of the Stake's success is its tie to 

the NRCHA Subscribed Stallion program. Owners of NRCHA Subscribed Stallions 

pay a fee every year, making that stallion's foals eligible to compete in the NRCHA 

Stakes. Only foals of enrolled stallions are eligible to compete.

To show appreciation to the generous stallion owners, the NRCHA 

presents a monetary award to the nominator of the sire of the Champion of each 

division of the Stakes. Anne Reynolds nominated her stallion Very Smart Remedy 

for the program, and will receive a $1,000 cash award.

Wade Reaney and Kickback Nic Win Open Two 
Rein at 2011 NRCHA Stakes

With a 437.5 composite, Wade Reaney and Kickback Nic won the Open 

Two Rein Championship at the National Reined Cow Horse Association Stakes in 

Nampa, Idaho. The win netted owner John Prudden a check for $1,590.

Reaney, who trains out of New Plymouth, Idaho, has ridden the mare by 

Nic It In The Bud out of Desire A Chic, her entire career. They qualified for the 

Open finals at the NRCHA Snaffle Bit Futurity, and later went on to win the Idaho 

Reined Cow Horse Association Futurity. "I then had some trouble getting her 

shown her Derby years. Corey Cushing showed her a couple times and I just got 

her back a few months ago," noted Reaney. "She's a good mare. When she's on 

she's on - she just needed to be put in the bridle."

The new formula worked, as Kickback Nic came out strong in the rein work 

with a 217. "She just felt really relaxed in the pen. Usually she's pretty looky and 

has a lot of feel. She stopped hard and turned around well," he said. That dry work 

was followed with a 220.5 in the cow work. "We had a tough cow. It ran hard by 

she was really on it. It circled fast and she just reached her neck out there and 

circled up real well."

Reaney said that he and Prudden, who has been his customer for a 
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number of years, plan to eventually enter the mare in some Open Bridle 

Spectaculars, noting, "She's really good in the herd work. We'll just see what she 

tells us."

Riding Diamonds Are Smokin for Debi and Loren East, Brandon Buttars 

won the Open Two Rein Reserve Championship and $1,325. Diamonds Are 

Smokin, by Like A Diamond out of Shirley Smoke, marked a 216.5 in the rein work 

and a 220 in the cow work.

Toni Hagan-Heath and Just Ask Me Nice Win 2011 
NRCHA Stakes Non Pro Two Rein

Toni Hagan-Heath has only been showing cow horses for a year, but in that 

time she has won several National Reined Cow Horse Association awards, 

including Amateur Limited Age Event Championships, a Reserve World 

Championship, and a National Championship.

And now, as she begins her second official year of competition, Hagan won 

her first-ever Non Pro Two Rein class. Competing in Nampa, Idaho, at the NRCHA 

Stakes, Hagan piloted her horse Just Ask Me Nice to the title with a 434 total, 

winning $800.

"It was all new. She worked really nicely in the dry work, even though you 

could tell she was a little green," she said. "Our cow work was really cool! She was 

so awesome and absolutely inhaled the cow!"

When asked how her showing has changed since her first competition last 

March, Hagan-Heath noted, "I thought I wouldn't be as nervous this year but my 

heart was pounding. I do feel that I can think a bit better during our run and do 

more for my horse," she said. "I was really tickled with Justi today. She's really 

going to be just as nice in the Two Rein and Bridle as she was in the Hackamore."

Hagan-Heath, a former National Finals Rodeo qualifier in barrel racing, 

thanked her husband of two weeks, Dan Heath. "He's such a wonderful man and 

he's given me this great opportunity. I also thank Dan Roeser for being there for 

me. We also spent the winter with Jim Paul, Sr., and he really helped me, too," she 

said.

Wilder Jones Wins 2011 NRCHA Stakes $5K Non Pro Limited and 

Non Pro Limited Championships!

Riding the veteran cow horse Very Smart Flo Jo, Wilder Jones captured 

two titles during the National Reined Cow Horse Association Stakes in Nampa, 

Idaho - the Non Pro Limited and the $5K Non Pro Limited.
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The two classes were run concurrently, and Jones and the Very Smart 

Remedy mare, out of Teena Cash Flo, marked a 216 in the rein work and a 2218 in 

the boxing. "She worked really good. I couldn't ask for more - she did it like she's 

supposed to," Jones said. For the $5K Non Pro Limited title, Jones received $650, 

and collected an additional $562 in the Non Pro Limited.

"She did really well with our departures - we've been having trouble with 

that," he admitted. "She was solid and didn't do anything wrong."

Very Smart Flo Jo was trained and shown by Wilder's mother and NRCHA 

Million Dollar Rider Anne Reynolds. Reynolds piloted the mare to more than 

$82,000 in earnings. "She's owned by my grandmother Joyce Pearson, and she 

and my mom thought she would be a good horse for me to show," he said. "I only 

started showing this time last year. My mom and Jaton Lord influenced me to do 

this. I thank my mom, Jaton, my grandmother, and Nick Dowers and Kendal 

Thomas for all their help."

Earning the Reserve Championship in both divisions was Susan Stokman, 

who piloted her horse Im Pleased to scores of 216.5 in both the rein and cow work. 

Stokman won $487 in the $5K Non Pro Limited and $337 in the Non Pro Limited. 

Im Pleased is by Chic Please out of Sr Docs Lynx Eagle.
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