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Tyler Fillmore Wins 2010 NRCHA Snaffle Bit Futurity Amateur
Championship

            The 2010 National Reined Cow Horse Association Snaffle Bit Futurity Amateur

Championship was decided during the Non Pro preliminaries which concluded on

Sunday, September 26. The third-time proved to be the charm for Rexburg, Idaho,

Non Pro Tyler Fillmore, who made the trip to Reno with his horse Cuttin Cadet.

When Fillmore made his first foray into the world of reined cow horse

competition, he chose the 2005 Snaffle Bit Futurity. "That Futurity was a disaster. I had

thought it looked fun so I entered the biggest show there was," he sheepishly

explained. "Then I came again in 2007 and it was a little bit better."

Fillmore purchased Cuttin Cadet from reigning Snaffle Bit Futurity Open

Champion Zane Davis in January 2010. "We really liked the horse and Zane had

started him nice. He was a bigger horse than Zane wanted to ride, but I'm bigger than

Zane so he fits me well," he explained.

The preliminary round started nicely and just improved as the week went on. "I

had watched Anne Reynolds go earlier in the set and score big on a brindle cow, but

she didn't use it up, and I wanted it. I cut it first, and then Doug Williamson helped me

find some others, and it turned out good," he said of his 208-scored herd work. "I
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really appreciate my herd help - Doug, Boyd Rice, Todd Crawford, and Ron Ralls. I

had great help and they set me up good."

In the rein work Fillmore and the TR Dual Rey gelding, out of Lil CD Fair,

marked a 209. "Slowing myself down is the biggest thing, because I'm pretty

aggressive and reining and aggressive don't go together. I tried to keep my horse

soft. We got through it and I felt good about it."

Going into the cow work, Fillmore was one of the front-runners, just two points

behind the leader. The entry before - Betty Lou Valdez and Hickory Fletch - had taken

the lead with a 625.5. Fillmore needed to mark at least a 209 to move ahead of her.

"I had watched the fence work yesterday, but thought the cattle would change.

They actually were pretty similar," he said. "I had seen people get on the hip of the

cow too much and they would shoot out in front of them, so I stayed wide around the

corner and it worked. I was really happy with my horse." The fence work resulted in a

213.5, and the Amateur Championship, along with a check for $4,623, was his.

Fillmore will receive the rest of his prizes, including a Bob's Custom Saddle

sponsored by Larry and Ellen Bell; a Gist Silversmiths buckle sponsored by Circle Y

Ranch; a custom handmade hat from Shorty's Hattery; an ESP wool top pad from

Classic Equine; a monogrammed Cinch vest sponsored by Bob's Custom Saddles;

Platinum Performance; a C.R. Morrison trophy; and a C.R. Morrison commemorative

medallion at the Annual NRCHA Hall of Fame Banquet at the Silver Legacy Hotel and

Casino on September 30.

"Along with my herd help, I want to give a shout-out to my friends Trent Ford

and Sherman Weekes, and Noel Skinner, who got me started about five years ago,"

he said. Fillmore made the 11-hour trip to Reno with his wife, Nicole, and six children

who range in age from nine months to 10 years.

Betty Lou Valdez, of La Junta, Colorado, won the Amateur Reserve

Championship on Hickory Fletch (Royal Fletch x Hickorys Patty) with a 625.5. Valdez

will receive a Gist Silversmiths buckle sponsored by Ernie Beal; a monogrammed

Cinch vest sponsored by Bob's Custom Saddles; Platinum Performance; a C.R.

Morrison commemorative medallion and a check for $3,618.
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Tyler Fillmore and Cuttin Cadet were named the 2010 NRCHA Snaffle Bit Futurity

Amateur Champions on Sunday, September 26.

Miller, Fisher, and Mendoza Win Non Pro Bridle Titles at 2010
NRCHA Snaffle Bit Futurity

Mike Miller and Bucks Genuine Fever continued their winning ways at the

NRCHA Snaffle Bit Futurity in Reno, Nevada, winning the Non Pro Bridle

Championship with a 291 total.

In 2008 and 2009, Miller and the home-bred mare won the NRCHA Snaffle Bit

Futurity Non Pro Hackamore Championships. The pair also won the 2008 NRCHA

Derby Non Pro Hackamore title.

"She's just a great horse," the Big Piney, Wyoming, rancher said. "The ride

was good. I was real proud of her. I had one spin I wished I'd done better but

everything else felt good." The pair marked a 143.5 in the rein work and a 147.5 in the

cow work.

Miller and his wife, Tara, own Bucks Genuine Fever's sire, Playboys Buck

Fever, who is a Supreme Reined Cow Horse and has sired many other Limited Age

Event and NRCHA Horse Show Champions. She is out of Nu And Genuine. "She's so

easy to show - just like her dad. I've had a lot of luck with this mare. She's done a lot."

The Sunday, September 26, win came with a check for $4,043, a Bob's

Custom Saddle courtesy of Target Constructors and Dave Archer, a Gist Silversmiths
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buckle sponsored by Pro Management and Cheryl Magoteaux, a C.R. Morrison

NRCHA trophy, a Cinch monogrammed vest from Bob's Custom Saddles, Platinum

Performance, and a C.R. Morrison commemorative medallion.

With a 289.5, William Cowan of Ardmore, Oklahoma, and Reward Me Please

(Chic Please x Reward Me Peppy) earned the reserve title and a check for $3,177

along with a Cinch vest from Bob's Custom Saddles, Platinum Performance, and a

C.R. Morrison commemorative medallion.

Fresh off their Intermediate Non Pro Bridle Reserve Championship at the 2010

NRCHA Derby, Jayson Fisher and Nu Cash Cutter, by Smart Cash Cutter out of Nu

Cashlynn Rose, won the NRCHA Snaffle Bit Futurity Intermediate Non Pro Bridle

Provisional Championship, marking a 141.5 in the rein work and a 147.5 in the cow

work for a composite of 289.

 "It was a wonderful run tonight," the Arroyo Grande, California, Non Pro said.

"He's a great horse. I've had him since he was a 2-year-old. He was my first horse to

show in the Non Pro as a Futurity horse and he placed in the Non Pro, the

Intermediate and was the reserve in the Amateur."

Along with a check for $1,590, Fisher also received a C.R. Morrison NRCHA

trophy.

Gary Schenck of Danville, California, and Im No Plain Remedy (Chex Out This

Remedy x Plain Sugari) were the Reserve Champions with a 281.5, earning a check

for $1,272.

Cindy Mendoza, wearing a pink shirt to honor her mother's struggle against

breast cancer, won the Novice Non Pro Bridle title on CP Remedy, by Tangys Classy

Peppy out of Miss Remedy, with a 144.5 in the rein work and a 142 in the cow work

for a composite score of 286.5. This was Mendoza's first win at the Snaffle Bit

Futurity, although the pair won the Novice Non Pro Bridle title at the Sherri Gilkerson

Memorial Spectacular in May.

 "My ride was great tonight!" the Calimesa, California, Non Pro said. "I think the

rein work was the best I've ever done. My cow was a little tough but 'CP' held it

together for me. I was excited I was able to think and figure out how to put it together.

So it was great."

The Novice Non Pro Bridle Championship comes with a check for $2,070, a

Gist Silversmiths buckle courtesy of Robbie Boyce Performance Horses, a C.R.

Morrison NRCHA trophy, a Cinch monogrammed vest from Bob's Custom Saddles,
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Platinum Performance, and a C.R. Morrison commemorative medallion.

In reserve were Cheryl Smith of Ophir, Colorado, and King Ofthe Hen House

(Gallo Del Cielo x Jacks Silver Light) with a 284.5. They earned a check for $1,656, a

Cinch vest from Bob's Custom Saddles, Platinum Performance, and a C.R. Morrison

commemorative medallion.

Mike Miller won the Non Pro Bridle Championship on Bucks Genuine Fever with a

score of 291.
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Jayson Fisher and Nu Cash Cutter took home the Intermediate Non Pro Bridle

Championship  after marking a 289.

Cindy Mendoza piloted CP Remedy to a score of 286.5 - and the Novice Non Pro

Bridle Championship.

Wilder Jones and Very Smart Flo Jo Win $5,000 Non Pro
Limited and Non Pro Limited Championships at 2010 NRCHA
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Limited and Non Pro Limited Championships at 2010 NRCHA
Snaffle Bit Futurity

Wilder Jones and Very Smart Flo Jo had some troubles in the National Reined

Cow Horse Association Snaffle Bit Futurity Horse Show Youth Limited class on

Saturday, September 25, and zeroed in the rein work.

"I haven't had too much luck in the big shows in the reining so I really wanted to

go out and win it yesterday, and I think that is just bad luck for anybody," the 16-year-

old Hailey, Idaho, competitor said.

Coming into the $5,000 Non Pro Limited and Non Pro Limited classes on

Sunday, September 26, Jones decided to take a different approach. "This morning I

woke up and I just wanted to score in the reining. I didn't care how it went."

His change in mental strategy worked. Jones and Very Smart Flo Jo, a mare

his mother Anne Reynolds has had great success on, marked a 142 in the rein work

and a 146 in the cow work, giving him a composite of 288 and putting him in the lead.

"I liked my run a lot. It was what I wanted and I was happy with it."

Jones' score held until Deah Hessian-Ruple of Riverside, California, tied it,

riding Teninolena Chex. That meant a runoff.

"I was very nervous just sitting in the stands watching the other riders," Jones

said. "As the scores popped up on the big screen, it was kind of frightening. And then

they said I need to do a box-off, I went out and walked that adrenaline off, saddled her

and settled things down."

But Jones and Very Smart Flo Jo came out on top in the box-off and their score

of 145 in the run-off gave them their first major championship title. He earned a check

for $1,357 for the $5,000 Non Pro Limited title along with a Bob's Custom Saddle

sponsored by Santa Ynez Valley Cow Horse Classic; a Gist Silversmiths buckle

courtesy of NMSU Truckin Chex and Kevin and Karen Stallings, a C.R. Morrison

NRCHA trophy, a monogrammed Cinch vest courtesy of Bob's Custom Saddles,

Platinum Performance, and a C.R. Morrison commemorative medallion. In the Non

Pro Limited, he earned $493 a Gist Silversmiths buckle sponsored by Manistee

Investments Inc. and Marilyn Harris, a C.R. Morrison NRCHA trophy, a Cinch

monogrammed vest sponsored by Bob's Custom Saddles, Platinum Performance,

and a C.R. Morrison commemorative medallion.

Hessian-Ruple also won the reserve championship titles in the $5,000 Non Pro

Limited and the Non Pro Limited. In the $5,000 Non Pro Limited, she earned a check

for $1,062, a monogrammed Cinch vest courtesy of Bob's Custom Saddles, Platinum
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Performance, and a C.R. Morrison commemorative medallion. In the Non Pro Limited,

she earned $386, a monogrammed Cinch vest courtesy of Bob's Custom Saddles,

Platinum Performance, and a C.R. Morrison commemorative medallion.

Wilder Jones and Very Smart Flo Jo won both the Non Pro Limited and $5K Non Pro

Limited at the 2010 NRCHA Snaffle Bit Futurity.

EQUIOXX Can Help Treat Osteoarthritis

Joe Carter, D.V.M., of Oklahoma Equine reviewed the causes of osteoarthritis,

a degenerative joint disease, and treating it with EQUIOXX® at an NRCHA seminar

sponsored by Merial on Sunday, September 26, at the NRCHA Snaffle Bit Futurity in

Reno, Nevada. "Osteoarthritis is one of the most common causes of lameness in

horses," Carter said.

It can develop in both horses young and old and lead to poor performance and

early retirement. "It can be caused by trauma to the joint, poor conformation,

immobilization, improper shoeing, and age," he said.

Although not a cure for osteoarthritis, Merial's EQUIOXX can help control the

pain and inflammation associated with it, Carter said. "And by doing so, it can

improve your horse's mobility."

The NRCHA Seminars continue at 1 p.m. Tuesday, September 29, in the Best

of the West Trade Show with a presentation by Markel Insurance on "Understanding
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Equine Insurance."

Dr. Joe Carter discusses osteoarthritis at a free seminar during the NRCHA Snaffle

Bit Futurity.
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