
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

NRCHA E-Cow Work 

Updates from the 2010 NRCHA Derby  
June 19, 2010  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
 

Shawn Hays and Shine Smartly Win Holy Cow Performance 
Horses $50,000 Open Bridle Spectacular 

            In a classic example of a come-from-behind finish, Shawn Hays and Shine Smartly, 
owned by Greeman/Hays, won the inaugural Holy Cow Performance Horses $50,000 Added 
Open Bridle Spectacular, featuring the CD Survivor Memorial Trophy, at the 2010 National 
Reined Cow Horse Association Derby in Paso Robles, California. 

            The win netted a check for $30,100, a beautiful custom made Gist gold and Silver 
buckle sponsored by Newt White of Santa Fe, New Mexico, and a CR Morrison trophy. Hays 
and Shine Smartly's names will also be inscribed on the CD Survivor Trophy, a ¼ replica of 
Doug Israelsen's famous bronze, Great Western Tradition, which will reside at Holy Cow 
Performance Horses. 

            "Thank you to Holy Cow Performance Horses for sponsoring this great event," noted 
Hays after the awards ceremony. 

            Hays and Shine Smartly, nicknamed Flower, began the week with a 212 in the herd 
work. "Thank you to my herd help - TJ Good, Jon Roeser, Robbie Boyce, and Bill Cowan. We 
finished on a good cow but it was a soft run and I had been hoping to be a little higher, but I 
knew she would be good in the reining. I just wanted to stay in the ball-game with the cutting," 
he said.  

            The reining resulted in a 218. Going into his cow work, Hays knew that Jon Roeser was 
holding the lead with a 655.5 composite, and he'd need a big score to win. "I knew it had to be 
really big. I wanted to stay on the end long enough to take some air out of the cow - and it was 
a tricky cow to read. I had a hard time getting him set up and I thought I messed a good cow 
up," he admitted. But the cow still had plenty to give, and the judges awarded a 228 for a 658 
composite. "It was a great cow and was all I could ask for. That's how you mark big scores - 
with a great cow and a great horse." 

            The Holy Cow Performance Horses Open Bridle Spectacular is the first major event for 
Flower since she placed Reserve at the 2007 NRCHA World's Greatest Horseman with Hays at 
the reins. "She's been turned out in the broodmare pasture. She lost the foal she was carrying 
late in the summer, and we didn't breed her back." He added, "I got her up in the first of 
February. Don Murphy helped me get her ready for this event, so thank you Don." 

            But a possible injury almost stymied the plans to show in Paso. After a work the mare 
came up lame, and had popped a splint - but one morning, the injury looked worse. "We'd been 
taking care of it and one morning it looked like she'd bowed a tendon. I called the NRCHA 
Office and asked about scratching in case it was," he said. "But it went down and Dr. Joe 
Carter told me it was probably not a bowed tendon and she'd be ok. I thank the Lord for 
blessing me, and my wife for working her tail off keeping her sound." 

            Hays had planned to use the same bridle that he and Flower had competed with at the 
World's Greatest Horseman three years ago, but thankfully his wife, Tammy Jo, had decided to 
have it checked. Upon the inspection just minutes before he was set to compete in the herd 
work, the bit was deemed illegal. "Bill Cowan was standing there so I yanked off his bridle to 



use." Hays laughed, adding, "It was actually Shadd Parkinson's bit, and now he's telling us that 
he deserves a lot of money since that bit won the Open Bridle Spectacular and the Non Pro 
Bridle Spectacular." 

            While Hays would like to qualify Shine Smartly, by Shining Spark out of Smartly 
Dressed, for the AQHA World Championship Show, he did note that she would definitely be 
turned out as a broodmare again in 2011. 

Jon Roeser and Mister Smart Remedy, owned by Larry and Sharon Rose, won the 
Reserve Championship with a 655.5, collecting $23,650. Mister Smart Remedy is by Mister 
Dual Pep and out of Ima Smart Remedy. 

The Bridle Spectaculars held at NRCHA Produced Events were created to celebrate 
and reward the finished bridle horses that represent the "ultimate" reined cow horses trained in 
the vaquero tradition. The bridle stage follows the snaffle bit, hackamore, and two-rein training 
and represents years of careful practice and work. 

The $50,000 Added Holy Cow Performance Horses Open Bridle Spectacular is the 
largest NRCHA produced bridle spectacular. 

 

The score for this cow work - a 228 - pushed Shawn Hays and Shine Smartly to the top 
of the leaderboard for the Holy Cow Performance Horses $50,000 Open Bridle 
Spectacular. 

Darrel Norcutt and Fairlea Steady Betty Win Limited Open 
Bridle at 2010 NRCHA Derby 

On Saturday, June 19, Darrel Norcutt won the Limited Open Bridle. 
Riding Fairlea Steady Betty, the Fallon, Nevada, trainer marked a 212.5 in the 
rein work and a 216 in the cow work for a 428.5 total. 



"She was good in the reining and real good in the cow. We had a little 
trouble circling one way. The cow didn't want to turn and she muscled him 
around. I was pretty happy with her," Norcutt said. 

Fairlea Steady Betty is owned by Therese and Basil Kehoe, who 
collected $1,680. They also received a CR Morrison trophy and a CR Morrison 
commemorative medallion. 

Norcutt has been riding Fairlea Steady Betty, by Smart Steady Date out 
of Fairleas Qwik Pic, for two years, and says her consistency is what he most 
appreciates about her. "She's always the same. She's pretty funny to warm up. 
She never feels good or does anything right, but when it's time to show, she 
gives me everything she's capable of and is nice and solid," he said. 

Along with thanking the Kehoes for letting him train their horses, Norcutt 
noted his appreciation of 2009 NRCHA Snaffle Bit Futurity Champion Zane 
Davis. "I've learned a lot of good stuff from Zane in the last few months. He 
stops in and gives me some good pointers and little things to improve on," he 
said. 

Riding A Nu Rey Of Hope for Julie-Anne O'Rear, Dan Daponde earned 
the Reserve Championship and a check for $1,260 with a 417. A Nu Rey Of 
Hope is by Nu Circle N Cash out of Miss Rey Dry.  

  



 

 Darrel Norcut won the Limited Open Bridle on Fairlea Steady Betty. 

Bill Cowan Wins 2010 NRCHA Derby Non Pro Bridle 
Spectacular/Locatelli Tops Intermediate Non Pro Bridle/Wise is 
Novice Non Pro Bridle Champion 

            When Bill Cowan brought Reward Me Please to the Derby to compete in the Non Pro 
Bridle Spectacular, he wasn't sure how they would fare. But when the final results were 
tabulated and confirmed, he and the 7-year-old mare had a five-point edge over the 
competition. The win garnered a $4,894 paycheck, a CR Morrison trophy, and a CR Morrison 
commemorative medallion.  

            In the first leg of competition - the herd work - the pair scored a 215. "I've been showing 
more in the cutting. I was worried about showing her because she's just a little different, but 
she was really good. She cut like I wanted to and I was really happy with the way she 
performed," he said. 

            That score was followed by a rein work score of 216, and then Cowan and Reward Me 
Please, by Chic Please out of Reward Me Peppy, marked the high cow work score of the Non 



Pro Bridle Spectacular - a 223.5! "Reining's not my forte, so I was pretty happy. Todd Crawford 
helps me a lot with the reining so I took his advice and she was good," he said. "She's still a 
little green in the fence work, but with some help from Todd and my good friend Jerry Alvord, 
she was good. She tried her little rear off. That's what I like about her. She always tries." 

            NRCHA Million Dollar Rider Anne Reynolds claimed the Non Pro Bridle Spectacular 
Reserve title on More Magic Please, one of her former Snaffle Bit Futurity Champions. 
Reynolds and More Magic Please, by Chic Please out of Magical Lena, won $3,845 for the 
649.5 composite. 

            In the Intermediate Non Pro Bridle, it was Kristi Locatelli of Boulder Creek, California, 
and her standout stallion Imacockadoodledude who took top honors with a 434.5. Locatelli and 
"Dude" were also entered in the Non Pro Bridle Spectacular, and placed third, bringing their 
total take for the event to $4,066! 

            "He was really good today, especially considering we haven't been anywhere lately and 
he was at the breeding barn until about two week ago," Locatelli said of her 8-year-old stallion, 
by Gallo Del Cielo out of Taris Velvet. "I was pleased with him." 

            With Locatelli at the reins, Dude has earned over $90,000 in competition. His career 
began with the Intermediate Non Pro Championship and Non Pro Reserve Championship at 
the National Reining Horse Association Futurity. He's been an American Quarter Horse 
Association Amateur Reserve World Champion in Reining, won the Non Pro Hackamore at the 
Snaffle Bit Futurity, and returned the next year to win the Non Pro Bridle. 

            "He's a huge stopper, and he's really honest in the show pen, especially considering 
how much I've shown him," noted Locatelli. "He's always been easy to be around and ride and 
has such a great personality. 

            Locatelli thanked her parents, Bob and Terry Locatelli, her good friend Jerry Vaughn, 
her trainer Brad Buttrey and his wife Sis "For all their help." 

            Jayson Fisher and Nu Cash Cutter, who won the Non Pro Limited earlier in the week 
with Jayson's wife Teresa, were the Intermediate Non Pro Reserve Champions with a 424, 
collecting $913. Nu Cash Cutter is by Smart Cash Cutter out of Nu Cashlynn Rose. 

            Deborah Wise might not have been down the fence prior to January, and her horse 
might not have been shown for a year before putting sliders back on in April - but she won the 
Novice Non Pro Bridle, and its accompanying check for $1,710, on Dusty Smart Oakie, by 
Dusty Dry Tivio out of Ms Double Oakie. 

            "I'm really proud! We weren't even going to show him this year at all - he was my dad's 
rope horse," explained Wise of Shafter, California. "He's just been roped on this last year." 

            Wise has been riding with John Ward since August of last year. "I thank John and his 
wife Laurie, and Monica and Mallorie who work for them. They're all great. John has believed in 
me more than I have and convinced me that I can do it," she said. "Also thank you to Tom and 
Lorie Fox for introducing my husband George and I to the Wards and their program." 

            With two young daughters at home, Wise had a few other special people to thank. 
"Thanks to my dad, Joe, who hauls with me, and to my husband who comes as much as he 
can. Thanks also to my mom, Pam, for taking care of my girls when I'm away." 

            With a score of 421.5, Cindy Mendoza won the Novice Non Pro Bridle Reserve 
Championship on CP Remedy, collecting $1,425. CP Remedy is by Tangys Classy Peppy out 
of Miss Remedy. 



 

Bill Cowan won the Non Pro Bridle Spectacular on Reward Me Please.  
  

 
Kristi Locatelli and Imacockadoodledude won the Intermediate Non Pro Bridle. 
  



 
Deborah Wise and Dusty Smart Oakie are the Novice Non Pro Bridle Champions. 

Ron Ralls and Ima Smoking Mister Win Open Hackamore at 
2010 NRCHA Derby/Monica DeBie Wins Limited Open 
Hackamore 

When Ron Ralls and Ima Smoking Mister didn't make the finals of the 2010 NRCHA 
Derby, he elected to enter the 5-year-old stallion in the Open Hackamore. That decision paid 
off to the tune of $3,084, a CR Morrison trophy, and a CR Morrison commemorative medallion. 

"I didn't have a good Derby this year. I missed the finals on this horse by a half-point," 
he explained. "If we'd had the two really good runs we had today in the prelims, we'd have 
been in. It's nice to still win something." 

The two runs he was referring to were a 220 rein work and a 219 fence work. "He was 
really good in the rein work. He was just real smooth," he said. "He had a tough cow in the 
fence work. He boxed good on the end and had a big first turn. The cow came off the wall and 
when we started to shape him the cow ducked away. What was so nice is that can trick a 
horse, but this horse just went real hard and stayed with him." 

Ima Smoking Mister was originally trained by John Ward, who showed him at the 
Snaffle Bit Futurity, placing sixth in the Open Futurity. Immediately following the Futurity, Ima 
Smoking Mister was purchased by Shannon and Hershel Reid, who sent him to reining trainer 
Stefano Calcagnini. "I got this horse at the beginning of this year - he hadn't done any cow 
horse since the Snaffle Bit Futurity," Ralls, of Gainesville, Texas, noted. "But within thirty days 
he was back in cow horse mode. 

Ron Emmons of Ione, California, rode his horse Anuther Mister 505 to the Open 
Hackamore Reserve Championship. Emmons and Anuther Mister 505, by Mister Dual Pep out 
of Anuther Olena, had a 223.5 rein work and a 212 fence work, and took home $2,570. 

The Limited Open Hackamore class was run concurrently with the Open Hackamore, 
and Monica DeBie won the title and $1,440 with a 428. She was riding her horse, Shes A 
Daisy, by Smart Little Pepinic out of Poppas Girl.  



"She felt really good. She was listening really well in the rein work, and she was good 
on the cow," noted DeBie, who's owned the mare for approximately two years. "What I like 
about her is that I don't have to constantly push her, that she likes to stop, and that she likes 
the cow." 

DeBie, who has worked for John Ward for over two years, plans to keep "Daisy" for a 
long time, showing her in the Two Rein in 2011 and the Bridle starting after that. 

"I thank John and everyone else from our crew. I couldn't do it without them. They are 
a huge confidence builder," she said. 

Darrel Norcutt won the Limited Open Hackamore Reserve Championship and $1,080 
on Hobbys Shiney Hotrod with a 424. Owned by Barbara Hodges, Hobbys Shiney Hotrod is by 
Shine Like Hail out of Hobbys Hotrod. 

 

Ron Ralls and Ima Smoking Mister won the Open Hackamore.  
  



 
Monica DeBie won the Limited Open Hackamore on her horse, Shes A Daisy. 

Kirk Druey Wins 2010 NRCHA Derby Non Pro Hackamore on 
Peppy Plain Jane 

Kirk Druey might have traveled the furthest of any competitor to compete 
at the NRCHA Derby. The trip paid off, as the Adamstown, Maryland, Non Pro 
won the Non Pro Hackamore with his horse, Peppy Plain Jane. 

They were awarded $1,300, a CR Morrison trophy, and a CR Morrison 
commemorative medallion. "She was really great today. We had a little trouble 
on the reining but she just hit that fence work. She hooked right on. It helped 
that we had a great cow, too," he said as he described the run, which earned a 
420.5 total from the judges.  

Druey purchased Peppy Plain Jane, by Mister Dual Pep out of Miss 
Plain Plain, as a 3-year-old from Scott and Darnell Trueblood. The mare was 
started by Russell Dilday, who piloted Miss Plain Plain to two NRCHA World's 
Greatest Horseman Reserve finishes. Druey took Peppy Plain Jane to the 
Snaffle Bit Futurity, but she got hurt and had to take almost a year off. 

Druey's horses now stay with Blanchard, Oklahoma trainer Todd 
Crawford. "It's tough to be so far away from them, but I try to get down there as 
often as I can," he said. "Thank you Todd for all your help, and to Russell for 
putting such a great start on my horse." 

 Alice Colleen Seiden and Imalilglamourgirl were the Non Pro 
Hackamore Reserve Champions. Seiden, of Scotts Valley, California, won 
$975. Imalilglamourgirl is by Ill Be A Lil Smarter and out of True Glamour. 



  

 

Kirk Druey and Peppy Plain Jane topped the Non Pro Hackamore. 

Claire Edwards Wins 2010 NRCHA Derby Youth 
Bridle/Kimberly Ferrante Tops Youth Limited 

Claire Edwards earned the Youth Bridle Championship on Shes A Nu Lynx collecting 
$880. The pair marked 199 in the rein work, and followed that with a 211 in the cow work. 

Edwards said that the 13-year-old mare, by The Nu Colonel and out of Sweet Suzy 
Lynx, felt "like a rocket" in the rein work, but felt good in the fence work. "I lost both of my 
stirrups in the cow work so I was just holding on. I'm really happy with how she worked." 

Shes A Nu Lynx has been in Edwards' family since the mare was four years old, and 
has been shown by both Claire and her mother. "She's actually bred right now to Shining Lil 
Nic, so we're excited to have that baby coming," she said. 

"I mostly want to thank my trainer Brenda Brown, and also Russell Dilday, who I ride 
with occasionally," noted the 18-year-old, who will compete on the Baylor University Equestrian 
Team when she begins college in the fall. "I also thank my parents and friends who have 



supported me." 

Kimberly Ferrante topped the 4-entry Youth Limited class and won $306 on Oaks 
Choice after marking a 213 in the rein work then wowing the judges for a 210 in the cow work. 
"He was really good through the circles. His first stop was good and he finished up real nicely," 
said the 13-year-old. "We had a couple misses in the boxing but made up for it." 

Ferrante has owned Oaks Choice (HB Instant Choice x Peppys Live Oak) about two 
years. "I've had him for a while. A client of my mom's (Kathy Ferrante) had him and they sold 
him to us," she said. "I thank my mom because she's helped me with my horse and everyone 
else who's supported me." 

Kaitlin Beaton rode her horse, Colonels Cash Cow, to the Reserve title and a check for 
$204. The young competitor and Colonels Cash Cow, by The Nu Colonel out of Peppy Leanna, 
marked 205 in the reining and 211 in the cow work for a 416 total. 

Claire Edwards won the Youth Bridle on Shes A Nu Lynx. 
  



 
Kimberly Ferrante won the Youth Limited on Oaks Choice. 

Heather Livingston Wins 2010 NRCHA Derby Non Pro Two 
Rein on Allthatglittersisme 

Riding her home-grown mare Allthatglittersisme, Heather Livingston of 
Atascadero, California, won the Non Pro Two Rein at the 2010 National Reined 
Cow Horse Association Derby. The Derby is held annually at the Paso Robles 
Event Center in Paso Robles, California. 

Livingston and the striking palomino mare, by Yellow Roan Of Texas out 
of Mistys Remedy, marked a 213 in the rein work and a 206 in the cow work for 
a 419 total. The win came with a check for $250. 

"I showed her two weeks ago, and she was better today. She's getting a 
lot better in the Two Rein so I was very proud of her." She laughed, adding, 
"She saw Frank Mello in the corner during the rein work. She knows Frank, so 
she really wanted to look at him." 

Heather and her husband Rory raised "Glitter," and Heather and the 
mare have competed and won at every stage of training so far. "It's awesome 
to see her go through all the stages of reined cow horse training. I'm so glad 
we have the Non Pro Two Rein," she said. "She's getting more and more 
mentally mature." 

Although the Non Pro Two Rein is currently run only as a jackpot class 
at NRCHA events, the NRCHA Board of Directors has elected to re-instate the 
class as fully-approved in 2011. 



 
Heather Livingston and Allthatglittersisme won the Non Pro Two Rein. 

  

 


