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National Reined Cow Horse Association Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 

May 17, 2011 2 pm PST Conference Call  

 
I.  Call to Order by President Kathy Gould 

Present were: 
Kathy Gould 
Howard Erenberg 
Darren Miller 
Paul Bailey 
Jon Roeser 
Ramona Koch 
Kevin Stallings 
John Ward 
Lyn Anderson 
Sandy Collier 
Dan Roeser 
Marilyn Peters 
Sam Rose  
Cheryl Magoteaux 
(Paul Bailey entered conference shortly after roll call) 
(Carol Rose entered conference shortly after roll call) 
 

II.   Approval of Minutes from  March 21, 2011 NRCHA Board of Directors  
Should have noted Proxy from Sandy to Lyn 
In roll call, change Ramona Wold to Ramona Koch 
Old business – Change to - have a separate class for them at the world show 
Motion: Motion by Lyn Anderson to approve with changes was seconded by Ramona Koch 
Passed 
April 6, 2011 Conference Call Minutes 
Motion: Motion by Lyn Anderson to approve April 6 Conference Call Board minutes.  Seconded by 
Ramona Koch. John Ward Opposed 
Passed 

  
III. Committee Reports 

 
a. Executive Committee Report -  Howard Erenberg said he had sent information regarding 

financials on the Derby. Will discuss later in meeting. 
Financial Updates - Stakes – Paul Bailey said we should be better than what budgeted on the 
show. Cattle were higher; sponsorships were down but rooms were comped so that was a huge 
savings for the association. Looks like it is going to be $5400 better than budgeted. 
  

b. Sponsor Committee Report  - Carol Rose said that NRCHA has a new Corporate Partner. Santa 
Cruz Biotechnology parent Company of San Juan Ranch. They have a large corporate 
presence all over world and now have all sorts of animal health and breeding equipment and 
supplies.  She also announced that Boeringer Ingelheim with products Surpass and Hyvisc will 
take the place of Adequan as NRCHA official joint therapy. 
Carol noted she is having some trouble selling saddles and buckles and asked board members 
to assist.  
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c. Judges Committee – Sam Rose opened discussion of new Judges Score Sheets. He said he 
thought everyone knew we have a new score sheet they‟ve worked on since Stakes a year ago. 
It looks like a go. Among many others, Lyn Anderson and Ramona Koch used it – Ramona said 
she liked it.  Sam said we need to use in a couple of horse show classes to test it out a few 
more times. 
 
Sam also wanted to talk about overtime for judges. Said hackamore classic judges judged for 
three days and judged 37 hours. Coffee stand was an issue out there. He said he can‟t see why 
we can‟t pay for these guy‟s coffee. The judges have a long way back from the judges room the 
arena to get their coffee there. 
 
It was noted that – per the new judges score sheet – we have the new committee page on the 
web site. “Is everyone comfortable enough to put this on the site and let people look at it and get 
used to it?” Kathy asked.  Sam suggested a short conference call with the judges committee to 
look at this and talk about it. Lyn‟s biggest concern is it needs to be a board vote if we‟re going 
to change it.  
Puts the penalties where they occur and if there‟s not any, the credit stays the same.  
Sam is to put this in front of entire board – and on web site and then vote on it at June meeting. 
Judges committee is to make a recommendation for the use of the new sheet and for judges 
overtime and this will be voted on at next meeting. 
 

d. Rules Committee – Darren Miller 
3.8.1 - No fall back to the 5000 Non Pro – Darren said the recommendation of the rules 
committee was to have no fall back into $5,000 Non Pro Limited as this was the intention but it 
is not clearly spelled out.  
Motion: Motion to clarify this by Lyn Anderson. Add a sentence to the rule that says there will 
be no Fall Back into the $5,000 Non Pro Limited Class. 
Approved.   
  
Ltd amateur  ( cow boxing ) at the LAEs – It was discussed about holding this at 4-5 year old 
events and letting it grow there before putting in the Snaffle Bit Futurity.   Carol Rose said she 
was very much in favor of having herd, rein and box cow for 4-5 year old events beginning in 
2012.  This will be brought back to the board for a vote. 
  
Go round payout. Since there were a couple of different opinions on this, Darren asked Howard 
to elaborate on this. Howard said what was set at the beginning of the year showed what was 
paid out at the Snaffle Bit and World‟s Greatest and we decided to go with 5%. In the past the 
Derby at the World Show paid 10%. Some discussion of this. Kathy said she had gotten 
feedback that the 5% was good but need to look at number of places paid.   
Lyn said it was a carrot for the guy that lost a cow in the herd was how it was discussed last 
year.  There was also discussion on how those earnings are listed.   
  
Pattern requirements at NRCHA Shows – Darren Miller sent an email to the rules committee on 
this per a horse show being able to send in with a horse show package a request to run a 
different pattern than what we had in book, so the rules committee could approve or not. Some 
people on the rules committee did not like this.  
Some discussion. Lyn Anderson said that we just decided last year that we‟d make them use 
the pattern.  
Rules committee will continue to look at and will have a recommendation at June meeting. 
 
Show Secretary Certification – Some discussion on having show secretaries certified. Rules 
Committee to look at further and come back to make a recommendation.  
 
Structure of the Non Pro at the LAE was discussed. Darren Miller said he and Kathy Gould and 
Paul Bailey have been working on Non Pro Limited Age Events – based on Jerry Alvord, and 
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the committee‟s discussion to make Non Pro division grow. In the past few weeks Paul has 
been working with Committee on a proposal for a one entry fee system that uses a percentage 
of how much money goes into Non Pro, Intermediate Non Pro and create another level above 
Amateur division. Surprisingly when you run the numbers, the payout is $2-3K more in each 
division. No division loses anything – so it could actually be the same or better based on the 
number of entries we get. Non Pro Committee is planning a conference call prior to getting to 
Paso. Hopefully by then the Committee will have a proposal to lay out in front of Board and 
make a decision and after Non Pro Committee works then they‟ll put on Non Pro page for them 
to see.  
 

IV. New Business 
a. Safety concerns re Equine Herpes Myeloencephalopathy ( EHV-1) 

Much discussion about this.   Board decided to wait until nearly first of month to make the call 
on whether to cancel the derby. At this time the board noted that there was a no refund rule. 
 

b. Congratulations to Sandy Collier – National Cowgirl Hall of Fame 2011 Inductee was 
congratulated by the NRCHA Board. 
 

c. New Million Dollar Rider – Congratulations to Jake Telford who crossed over at Hackamore 
Classic.  
 

d. Million Dollar Sires – Cheryl Magoteaux noted that Mister Dual Pep has become a Million Dollar 
Sire. Consensus was that the horse earned it even though suspended member Jim Babcock is 
current owner. 

 
e. e.  Snaffle Bit Futurity Report 

 
NRCHA SBF Entry Numbers as of 5/6 
 
2010             2011 
Slots      229       Slots      214 
Progressive   39        Progressive    39 
Amateur only  28        Amateur only   30 
Scratches   3        Scratches    3 
Total entries  299       Total entries   319 
 
Open     215       Open      206 
Int. Open    66        Int Open    64 
Lim. Open   27        Lim Open    35 
               Level One    36 
Non Pro    22        Non Pro     32 
Int. Non Pro   14        Int. Non Pro   18 
Amateur    35        Amateur    35 
Ladies     5        Ladies     2 
 
39 undecided          39 undecided 
 
 

 
  May 17  Derby Entry Comparison 
Class    2010    2011 
Open Derby  101    81 
Int Open Derby 38     39 
Ltd Open Derby 9     15 
Level 1 Open NA    7 
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Non Pro Derby 26     14 
Int Non Pro   14     9 
Amt Derby  24     14 
Total    212    179 
 

f. Dates of 2012 Premier Events – Darren Miller suggests we move Hackamore Classic to next 
weekend (Mothers Day weekend) at Pueblo. Discussion. Carol Rose made a motion to go with 
Darren‟s dates. Then Kevin Stallings seconded.  
Much discussion and it was discussed that Hackamore Classic be held the weekend before 
Mother‟s Day. 
Kevin Stallings rescinded his second. Carol Rose withdrew motion. 
Motion: Motion to have Hackamore Dates the weekend before Mothers Day on April 26-29, 
2012 was made by Carol Rose and seconded by Sam Rose.  
Passed 
Dates for next year: 
March 21-25  Stakes 
Sept 17-30    SBF 
June 12-17 Derby   
Jan 28-Feb 5 Celebration of Champion   
 

g. Letter from Joe Cunningham 
 
From: joe9152@verizon.net 
To: gouldtraining@sti.net 
Subject: drug policy 
Date: Sun, 24 Apr 2011 18:50:46 -0500 
 
Kathy   
 
My name is Joe Cunningham  As you may have read in the minutes of the national meeting I have 
a problem with the drug policy put in place with no input from the membership as a whole and with 
an attitude from the board that they don't even want or care to hear from the membership on this 
policy.   
 
Another issue that concerns me is that only selcted parts of the conversation revolving around the 
issue were posted, there were several statements made by various attendees and board members 
that I beleive were purposely eliminated  The meeting began with several messages from the 
various elected officials telling us how they enjoyed their positions and how important it 
is to receive input from the members regarding all aspects of the organization.   
 
There were also comments made about the new e-newsletter progam that makes input so easy 
and how everyone would benefit from this in the organization.  The following is what is printed in 
the Stock Horse News, I will make me comments on these statements for you to read/ I will also 
add the comments from the board members I'd like you to read that I think should 
also be published so that all the members can understand the attitudes of the board and their 
feeling about how relevant the membership's views or input is to them.    
 
Forum Discussion.  „X Joe Cunningham ¡V Drug & Medication Policy. Joe questioned 
the Board about the Drug & Medication declaration he had to pay $10 for and sign upon checking 
in to the office at the 2011 World Show. He argued that this was not mentioned in the Terms & 
Conditions of this show and he does not feel he needed to sign it or pay the money. He was 
concerned that we would have to start paying this fee at every weekend show.   
 
11.1.1.7 Entry fees, stall fees and other charges will be established  annually and will be outlined 
on the entry form. the above printing in red is directly from the NRCHA Rulebook regarding special 
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events including the World Show and World's Greatest Horseman Contest In my opinion this 
section clearly states the fees should have been published, they were not and thus should be 
returned to all that paid    
 
He wanted to know when the NRCHA would stop charging for this fee and that fee. He is strongly 
against any drug fee or regulation.  I also stated my opinion that I was under the belief the reason 
we had a board was to have a group working together to enhance everyone's showing experience 
and to field input from members to determine what that might be. I also asked if the board thought 
a drug policy would either decrease our costs in showing (one of the top reasons many don't show 
as much as in the past) or somehow enhance the showing experience for everyone. I 
got no answer.  I also stated that is the board felt there was a need for a drug policy, that also 
indicated that there must be some kind of a feeling from many that there is a drug problem in the 
industry. I stated I felt there was no big problem,   
 
My comment was answered by 2 prominent trainers. They stated that I didn't know what I was 
talking about and was naive and they personally knew there was a problem and one attendee 
stated emphatically that her horse had been beat several times by a horse on drugs and she knew 
it to be a fact/ these statements somehow did not make the minutes of the meeting.   
 
 I asked if this was put in place just for this show and I was told not necessarily, but primarily for the 
world show and futurity.  I asked if they could guarantee that would be the entire program, I was 
told no.  I asked then if it would be put in place at all shows, I was told no one knows  I asked who 
would determine when the fees would be charged and I was told the board would be in charge of 
all decisions  This was not in the minutes  
 
„X Darren Miller responded: The NRCHA Board felt that we, as an organization, needed to stay 
ahead of government regulations. If the NRCHA regulates itself then the government wouldn¡¦t feel 
the need to come in and govern us. He reported that this act from the NRCHA was a proactive 
move. 
 
I asked what we were being proactive against and was given several vague second hand story 
responses. 
 
I asked if anyone anywhere had any documentation regarding any upcoming "policing action" or 
any past "policing action", I was told there was no documentation. 
 
I asked if there had been a vote put to the members about this matter since it would prove to be a 
far reaching and potentially expensive process in the future and as stated in the opening remarks, 
opinions were very important and technology allowed us to receive opinions so quickly. 
 
I was told this was not necessary as the board had decided to do it and member input was not 
required or needed. 
 
I asked why not ask for a vote if this matter was of such utmost importance it was going to be 
forced on the membership, I was told by a board member that this isuue would never be put to vote 
because there was no chance for it to pass. 
 
These statements also did not make it in the minutes posted in the magazine, why not? 
 
„X Ken Wold responded that in California we are drug tested for every event. It is a rule in the 
state. He also mentioned that he has been at shows where PETA scrutinized every move the 
cowboys and exhibitors made and it is not good to have these types of organizations reviewing 
you. He reported that we should encourage and support our organization for being proactive 
concerning our own drug policy. This levels the playing field for exhibitors. 
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California is an exact model of what every organization should not want to be. The state is 
financially bankrupt due to enacting aimless and pointless expensive legislation and over 
regulation. Why would anyone want to create anything based on that model? 
 
„X Bozo Rogers responded that in Europe the Animal Rights Activist have gotten so strict that they 
only allow horses to be hauled for 4 hours at a time then the horses must rest for 4 hours outside 
of the trailer 
 
. We are also not a european nation and for good reason. Most Americans or their ancestors came 
to this country because of what europe did and was planning, not so they could be like them. 
 
Another issue here that relates directly to my point is that the rulings and laws referred to by Bozo 
were enacted all at once but initiated as one small bit of legislation and regulation at a time and 
allowed to expand into the disaster it is today. 
 
 If we want to avoid the european model, why should we allow ourselves to begin the same 
process of small interventions building up one on the other. 
 
„X Amy Bailey responded that in Tennessee they are so restricted that it has become a Federal 
Offense to use substances on horses while shown, simply because organizations did not police 
themselves. 
 
I responded be mentioning we don't show many big lick walking horses in NRCHA events and their 
problem was another entire issue (soring or intentionally crippling a horse) that is totally irrelevant 
to our sport, this statement was also completely left out of the minutes 
 
„X Ken Wold commented that he had been to shows where PETA had videod trainers schooling 
and handling horses. He agreed that the NRCHA needed to put the drug policy into affect because 
¡§policing ourselves¡¨ greatly outweighed any external force coming in and policing you. 
 
Physical abuse by trainers to horses being filmed by PETA has nothing to do with a drug and 
medications policy. A drug policy will never sto the animal rights groups. They want all competitions 
stopped. This statement was also not in the minutes 
 
„X Bill Cowan commented that the reason we have an elected NRCHA Board of Directors is to 
represent the „WHOLE¨ of the NRCHA. 
 
The elceted board has an obligation to put in place rules that will Help either enhace the showing 
experience, lower the costs for the membership or the association, listen to the voice of the 
membership as a whole and also carries the obligation to be accountable for their legislation and 
rules. If their rulings are indeed such a great idea and will prove to be of such value to the 
association then why should the prospect of asking for a vote be so frightening and why should the 
people asking for reasons behind their motives be treated so cavalierly? 
 
I asked the board as a whole if when they were elected, if anyone that voted fot them specifically 
asked them to increase costs or put in place further restrictions to make showing harder? 
 
I got no response. This was also not in the minutes. 
 
„X Joe Cunningham redirected that he would like to see this information in the Terms and 
Conditions of the NRCHA World Show Entry. 
 
I also stated that I still didn't find any reason for the policy even after listlening to all the feedback 
from the attendees and again requested this issue be put to a vote, I was told by one board 
member from the feed back in the room if we had a vote it would pass ( he was the one who earlier 
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Stated a vote wouldn't pass so the association shouldn't do it), I asked him if he was so certain 
about that then why not do it. I got no response. This also was not in the minutes 
  
„X Darren Miller, as a representative of the NCHA Board, said he would bring this issue up at the 
next Board of Directors Meeting. 
  
All in all I have to say that I'm extremely dissapointed in the current group of elected members that 
sit and have meetings based only on their thoughts and so much open and blatant disregard for 
members input or feedback. 
 
 I've been a member for many years now and have participated in many events. 
 
 I keep 3 - 5 horses in training most of the time and have personally known many of the attendees 
of the meeting for a long time and consider more than a few of them to be personal friends.. 
 
After attending this meeting however, I received no feeling whatsoever from any board member in 
the room that beyond providing lipservice to the ease of getting input from members and how 
important it is to hear from everyone that any of the board members give a damn about the 
membership's feelings. 
 
 The membership deserves more than this. If it weren't for the association, none of the board 
members would be in their positions. The association deserves to be informed of these processes 
and their feedback should be considered before any new regulations of this magnitude are put in 
place. 
 
And if the minutes of a meeting are going to be posted, please have all the conversations 
published. 
 
I further request that the drugs and medication policy either be rescinded or brought to a vote to 
either approve or dissaprove by the members that will be paying. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Joe Cunningham 
 
Kathy Gould is to contact Joe to let him know there was discussion of his letter but no action was 
taken.  

  
h.   Letter from Larry Zahigian 
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Board considered this. No action was taken.   
 

V. Old  Business 
 
Next meeting will be on June 12 at Paso Robles at 9 am. Ex. Committee will meet at 8 am. NRCHA 
Derby starts 14th. 
 

VI. Motion to Adjourn was made by Lyn Anderson. Seconded by Sandy Collier. 
Adjourned. 
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